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In a story of reform and backlash, Lorraine McDonnell reveals the power and the dangers of policies based
on appeals to voters' values. Exploring the political struggles inspired by mass educational tests, she analyzes
the design and implementation of statewide testing in California, Kentucky, and North Carolina in the 1990s.

Educational reformers and political elites sought to use test results to influence teachers, students, and the
public by appealing to their values about what schools should teach and offering apparently objective
evidence about whether the schools were succeeding. But mass testing mobilized parents who opposed and
mistrusted the use of tests, and left educators trying to mediate between angry citizens and policies the
educators may not have fully supported. In the end, some testing programs were significantly altered. Yet
despite the risks inherent in relying on values to change what students are taught, these tests and the
educational ideologies behind them have modified classroom practice.

McDonnell draws lessons from these stories for the federal No Child Left Behind act, with its sweeping
directives for high-stakes testing. To read this book is to witness the unfolding drama of America's
educational culture wars, and to see hope for their resolution.
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From reader reviews:

Kirk Fonseca:

This Politics, Persuasion, and Educational Testing are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Politics, Persuasion, and Educational Testing can be one of
several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you with
information that perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all
over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Politics, Persuasion,
and Educational Testing forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving
you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Sara Jones:

This book untitled Politics, Persuasion, and Educational Testing to be one of several books that will best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily
to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile
phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

George Miller:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Politics,
Persuasion, and Educational Testing, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours
book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Arthur McLaurin:

The book untitled Politics, Persuasion, and Educational Testing contain a lot of information on the idea. The
writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author.
The author brings you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to order it.
Have a nice go through.
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