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From the most popular routines and the most ingenious physical shtick to the snappiest wisecracks and the
most biting satire of the last century, MAKE 'EM LAUGH illuminates who we are as a nation by exploring
what makes us laugh, and why. Authors Laurence Maslon and Michael Kantor draw on countless sources to
chronicle the past century of American comedy and the geniuses who created and performed it-melding
biography, American history, and a lotta laughs into an exuberant, important book.

Each of the six chapters focuses a different style or archetype of comedy, from the slapstick pratfalls of
Buster Keaton and Lucille Ball through the wiseguy put-downs of Groucho Marx and Larry David, to the
incendiary bombshells of Mae West and Richard Pryor . And at every turn the significance of these
comedians-smashing social boundaries, challenging the definition of good taste, speaking the truth to the
powerful-is vividly tangible. MAKE 'EM LAUGH is more than a compendium of American comic genius; it
is a window onto the way comedy both reflects the world and changes it-one laugh at a time.

Starting from the groundbreaking PBS series, the authors have gone deeper into the works and lives of
America's great comic artists, with biographical portraits, archival materials, cultural overviews, and rare
photos. Brilliantly illustrated, with insights (and jokes) from comedians, writers and producers, along with
film, radio, television, and theater historians, MAKE 'EM LAUGH is an indispensible, definitive book about
comedy in America.
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From reader reviews:

Paulette Stoneman:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Make 'Em Laugh: The Funny
Business of America will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you
fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Virginia Warriner:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what
kind of reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really
feel happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Make 'Em Laugh: The Funny
Business of America is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Geraldine Bagley:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
collection in your reading list is usually Make 'Em Laugh: The Funny Business of America. This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up
and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

James Walton:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Make 'Em Laugh: The Funny Business of
America to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing
when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the
sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and go
through it. Beside that the book Make 'Em Laugh: The Funny Business of America can to be your brand-new
friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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