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NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY
NPR • The Seattle Times • The Globe and Mail • Kirkus Reviews • Daily Mail • The Vancouver Sun

For fans of Jennifer Egan, Dave Eggers, and Donna Tartt—the brilliant, intricately woven new novel by Tom
Rachman, author of The Imperfectionists

Look in the back of the book for a conversation between Tom Rachman and J. R. Moehringer

Following one of the most critically acclaimed fiction debuts in years, New York Times bestselling author
Tom Rachman returns with a brilliant, intricately woven novel about a young woman who travels the world
to make sense of her puzzling past.
 
Tooly Zylberberg, the American owner of an isolated bookshop in the Welsh countryside, conducts a life full
of reading, but with few human beings. Books are safer than people, who might ask awkward questions
about her life. She prefers never to mention the strange events of her youth, which mystify and worry her
still.
 
Taken from home as a girl, Tooly found herself spirited away by a group of seductive outsiders, implicated
in capers from Asia to Europe to the United States. But who were her abductors? Why did they take her?
What did they really want? There was Humphrey, the curmudgeonly Russian with a passion for reading;
there was the charming but tempestuous Sarah, who sowed chaos in her wake; and there was Venn, the
charismatic leader whose worldview transformed Tooly forever. Until, quite suddenly, he disappeared.
 
Years later, Tooly believes she will never understand the true story of her own life. Then startling news
arrives from a long-lost boyfriend in New York, raising old mysteries and propelling her on a quest around
the world in search of answers.
 
Tom Rachman—an author celebrated for humanity, humor, and wonderful characters—has produced a
stunning novel that reveals the tale not just of one woman but of the past quarter-century as well, from the
end of the Cold War to the dominance of American empire to the digital revolution of today. Leaping
between decades, and from Bangkok to Brooklyn, this is a breathtaking novel about long-buried secrets and
how we must choose to make our own place in the world. It will confirm Rachman’s reputation as one of the
most exciting young writers we have.

Praise for The Rise & Fall of Great Powers

“Ingenious . . . Rachman needs only a few well-drawn characters to fill a large canvas and an impressive
swath of history.”—Janet Maslin, The New York Times
 
“A superb follow-up to 2010’s The Imperfectionists . . . ambitious and engaging.”—The Seattle Times
 
“Engaging and inventive . . . full of wonderfully quirky, deeply flawed, but lovable characters . . . On the
spectrum of interesting literary childhoods, Tooly Zylberberg—the protagonist of Tom Rachman’s second



novel—would rank somewhere in the vicinity of Jane Eyre and Oliver Twist.”—San Francisco Chronicle
 
“I found it impossible not to fall in love with shape-shifting Tooly. As an adult, she sports an ironical sense
of humor and an attraction to dusty old books. As a child, her straight-faced mirth and wordplay are break-
your-heart irresistible.”—Ron Charles, The Washington Post
 
“[A] read-it-all-in-one-weekend book.”—The New Republic
 
“A compelling page-turner . . . intricate, sprawling, and almost Dickensian.”—USA Today
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From reader reviews:

Richard Simpson:

The book The Rise & Fall of Great Powers: A Novel make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use
to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having
big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book The Rise & Fall of Great
Powers: A Novel to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable,
increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and
read a reserve The Rise & Fall of Great Powers: A Novel. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Elizabeth Pipkin:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just
watching TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is
look different you can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you
read you can spent the entire day to reading a book. The book The Rise & Fall of Great Powers: A Novel it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading
this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can
m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high
quality.

Wendy Lambert:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is The Rise & Fall of Great Powers: A Novel.

Marge Lee:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and The Rise & Fall of Great Powers: A Novel or others sources
were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and
more. Science book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to
bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Rise & Fall of
Great Powers: A Novel to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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