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Boston's metropolitan landscape has been two hundred years in the making. From its proto-suburban village
centers of 1800 to its far-flung, automobile-centric exurbs of today, Boston has been a national pacesetter for
suburbanization. In  The Hub's Metropolis, James O'Connell charts the evolution of Boston's suburban
development. The city of Boston is compact and consolidated -- famously, "the Hub." Greater Boston,
however, stretches over 1,736 square miles and ranks as the world's sixth largest metropolitan area. Boston
suburbs began to develop after 1820, when wealthy city dwellers built country estates that were just a short
carriage ride away from their homes in the city. Then, as transportation became more efficient and
affordable, the map of the suburbs expanded. The Metropolitan Park Commission's park-and-parkway
system, developed in the 1890s, created a template for suburbanization that represents the country's first
example of regional planning. O'Connell identifies nine layers of Boston's suburban development, each of
which has left its imprint on the landscape: traditional villages; country retreats; railroad suburbs; streetcar
suburbs (the first electric streetcar boulevard, Beacon Street in Brookline, was designed by Frederic Law
Olmsted); parkway suburbs, which emphasized public greenspace but also encouraged commuting by
automobile; mill towns, with housing for workers; upscale and middle-class suburbs accessible by outer-belt
highways like Route 128; exurban, McMansion-dotted sprawl; and smart growth. Still a pacesetter, Greater
Boston has pioneered antisprawl initiatives that encourage compact, mixed-use development in existing
neighborhoods near railroad and transit stations. O'Connell reminds us that these nine layers of suburban
infrastructure are still woven into the fabric of the metropolis. Each chapter suggests sites to visit, from
Waltham country estates to Cambridge triple-deckers.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Parker:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be smart
in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Hub's Metropolis: Greater
Boston's Development from Railroad Suburbs to Smart Growth book as this book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may
already know.

Jenna Springer:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Hub's
Metropolis: Greater Boston's Development from Railroad Suburbs to Smart Growth that give your pleasure
preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the
means for people to know world better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly
that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for
all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Hub's Metropolis:
Greater Boston's Development from Railroad Suburbs to Smart Growth become your personal starter.

Bertha Boone:

The book untitled The Hub's Metropolis: Greater Boston's Development from Railroad Suburbs to Smart
Growth contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The
language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the
item. The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of time of literary
works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can
read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Lee Villegas:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication The Hub's Metropolis: Greater Boston's Development from
Railroad Suburbs to Smart Growth was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a
book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era
like currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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