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The Great Divergence brings new insight to one of the classic questions of history: Why did sustained
industrial growth begin in Northwest Europe, despite surprising similarities between advanced areas of
Europe and East Asia? As Ken Pomeranz shows, as recently as 1750, parallels between these two parts of the
world were very high in life expectancy, consumption, product and factor markets, and the strategies of
households. Perhaps most surprisingly, Pomeranz demonstrates that the Chinese and Japanese cores were no
worse off ecologically than Western Europe. Core areas throughout the eighteenth-century Old World faced
comparable local shortages of land-intensive products, shortages that were only partly resolved by trade.

Pomeranz argues that Europe's nineteenth-century divergence from the Old World owes much to the
fortunate location of coal, which substituted for timber. This made Europe's failure to use its land intensively
much less of a problem, while allowing growth in energy-intensive industries. Another crucial difference that
he notes has to do with trade. Fortuitous global conjunctures made the Americas a greater source of needed
primary products for Europe than any Asian periphery. This allowed Northwest Europe to grow dramatically
in population, specialize further in manufactures, and remove labor from the land, using increased imports
rather than maximizing yields. Together, coal and the New World allowed Europe to grow along resource-
intensive, labor-saving paths.

Meanwhile, Asia hit a cul-de-sac. Although the East Asian hinterlands boomed after 1750, both in
population and in manufacturing, this growth prevented these peripheral regions from exporting vital
resources to the cloth-producing Yangzi Delta. As a result, growth in the core of East Asia's economy
essentially stopped, and what growth did exist was forced along labor-intensive, resource-saving paths--paths
Europe could have been forced down, too, had it not been for favorable resource stocks from underground
and overseas.
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From reader reviews:

Byron Sierra:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The Great Divergence: China, Europe, and the Making of the Modern
World Economy.. Try to make the book The Great Divergence: China, Europe, and the Making of the
Modern World Economy. as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone
and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book
makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Maurice Miller:

The ability that you get from The Great Divergence: China, Europe, and the Making of the Modern World
Economy. is the more deep you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get
considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but The Great Divergence: China,
Europe, and the Making of the Modern World Economy. giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having that The Great Divergence: China, Europe, and the Making of the
Modern World Economy. instantly.

Jenna Springer:

This The Great Divergence: China, Europe, and the Making of the Modern World Economy. are usually
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Great Divergence:
China, Europe, and the Making of the Modern World Economy. can be one of several great books you must
have is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that probably will
shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Great Divergence: China,
Europe, and the Making of the Modern World Economy. giving you an enormous of experience including
rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So ,
let's have it and revel in reading.

Shantel McCary:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it.
It is known as of book The Great Divergence: China, Europe, and the Making of the Modern World



Economy.. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add
your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-
book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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