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In the post-Cold War era, why has democratization been slow to arrive in the Arab world? This book argues
that to understand support for the authoritarian status quo in parts of this region--and the willingness of its
citizens to compromise on core democratic principles--one must factor in how a strong U.S. presence and
popular anti-Americanism weakens democratic voices. Examining such countries as Jordan, Kuwait,
Morocco, Palestine, and Saudi Arabia, Amaney Jamal explores how Arab citizens decide whether to back
existing regimes, regime transitions, and democratization projects, and how the global position of Arab states
shapes people's attitudes toward their governments.

While the Cold War's end reduced superpower hegemony in much of the developing world, the Arab region
witnessed an increased security and economic dependence on the United States. As a result, the preferences
of the United States matter greatly to middle-class Arab citizens, not just the elite, and citizens will restrain
their pursuit of democratization, rationalizing their backing for the status quo because of U.S. geostrategic
priorities. Demonstrating how the preferences of an international patron serve as a constraint or an
opportunity to push for democracy, Jamal questions bottom-up approaches to democratization, which assume
that states are autonomous units in the world order. Jamal contends that even now, with the overthrow of
some autocratic Arab regimes, the future course of Arab democratization will be influenced by the
perception of American reactions. Concurrently, the United States must address the troubling sources of the
region's rising anti-Americanism.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Day:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Of Empires and Citizens: Pro-American Democracy or No Democracy at
All?. Try to make the book Of Empires and Citizens: Pro-American Democracy or No Democracy at All? as
your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside associated with course
make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably
more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Ruth Vigue:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Of Empires and
Citizens: Pro-American Democracy or No Democracy at All? suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Of Empires and Citizens: Pro-American
Democracy or No Democracy at All?is a single of several books this everyone read now. That book was
inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever
know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world
now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Charles Towns:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Of Empires and Citizens: Pro-
American Democracy or No Democracy at All? which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's notice.

Lorenzo Maskell:

This Of Empires and Citizens: Pro-American Democracy or No Democracy at All? is fresh way for you who
has fascination to look for some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this Of Empires and
Citizens: Pro-American Democracy or No Democracy at All? can be the light food for you because the
information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form make them
feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this



one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-
book type for your better life and also knowledge.
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