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Originally published in France and long sought in English translation, Jean-Paul Gabilliet's Of Comics and
Men: A Cultural History of American Comic Books documents the rise and development of the American
comic book industry from the 1930s to the present. The book intertwines aesthetic issues and critical
biographies with the concerns of production, distribution, and audience reception, making it one of the few
interdisciplinary studies of the art form. A thorough introduction by translators and comics scholars Bart
Beaty and Nick Nguyen brings the book up to date with explorations of the latest innovations, particularly
the graphic novel.

The book is organized into three sections: a concise history of the evolution of the comic book form in
America; an overview of the distribution and consumption of American comic books, detailing specific
controversies such as the creation of the Comics Code in the mid-1950s; and the problematic legitimization
of the form that has occurred recently within the academy and in popular discourse.

Viewing comic books from a variety of theoretical lenses, Gabilliet shows how seemingly disparate issues--
creation, production, and reception--are in fact connected in ways that are not necessarily true of other art
forms. Analyzing examples from a variety of genres, this book provides a thorough landmark overview of
American comic books that sheds new light on this versatile art form.
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From reader reviews:

Georgia Martinez:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Of Comics and Men: A Cultural
History of American Comic Books is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as
this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Martin Phair:

This Of Comics and Men: A Cultural History of American Comic Books are usually reliable for you who
want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this Of Comics and Men: A Cultural History of
American Comic Books can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock your previous knowledge.
This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-
book and printed types. Beside that this Of Comics and Men: A Cultural History of American Comic Books
forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Jackie Gonzalez:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind proficiency
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
e-book that need more time to be read. Of Comics and Men: A Cultural History of American Comic Books
can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Jere Araujo:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Of Comics and Men: A Cultural History of
American Comic Books to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it
and mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a
book and examine it. Beside that the publication Of Comics and Men: A Cultural History of American
Comic Books can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're
doing of the time.
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