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More than just another damned killer

History has portrayed Christopher Kit Carson in black and white. Best known as a nineteenth-century
frontier hero, he has been represented more recently as an Indian killer responsible for the deaths of hundreds
of Navajos. Biographer David Remley counters these polarized views, finding Carson to be less than a
mythical hero, but more than a simpleminded rascal with a rifle.

Kit Carson: The Life of an American Border Man strikes a balance between prevailing notions about this
quintessential western figure. Whereas the dime novelists exploited Carson s popular reputation, Remley
reveals that the real man was dependable, ethical, and for his day relatively open-minded. Sifting through the
extensive scholarship about Kit, the author illuminates the key dimensions of Carson s life, including his
often neglected Scots-Irish heritage. His people s dire poverty and restlessness, their clannish rural life and
sternly Protestant character, committed Carson, like his Scots-Irish ancestors, to loyalty and duty and to
following his leader into battle without question.

Remley also places Carson in the context of his times by exploring his controversial relations with American
Indians. Although despised for the merciless warfare he led on General James H. Carleton s behalf against
the Navajos, Carson lived amicably among many Indian people, including the Utes and Jicarillas, whom he
served as U.S. government agent. Happily married to Waa-Nibe, an Arapaho woman, until her death, he
formed a lasting friendship with their daughter, Adaline.

Remley sees Carson as a complicated man struggling to master life on America s borders, those highly
unstable areas where people of different races, cultures, and languages met, mixed, and fought, sometimes
against each other, sometimes together, for the possession of home, hunting rights, and honor.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Williams:

The book Kit Carson: The Life of an American Border Man (Oklahoma Western Biographies) make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a
book Kit Carson: The Life of an American Border Man (Oklahoma Western Biographies) for being your
habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge
about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a reserve Kit
Carson: The Life of an American Border Man (Oklahoma Western Biographies). Kinds of book are several.
It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Charles Smith:

The book Kit Carson: The Life of an American Border Man (Oklahoma Western Biographies) can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book
Kit Carson: The Life of an American Border Man (Oklahoma Western Biographies)? A number of you have
a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give
for each other; you could share all of these. Book Kit Carson: The Life of an American Border Man
(Oklahoma Western Biographies) has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you.
You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Linda McGrane:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Kit Carson:
The Life of an American Border Man (Oklahoma Western Biographies), you can tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Charles Myers:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Kit Carson: The Life of an American
Border Man (Oklahoma Western Biographies) e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well
how to make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Kit
Carson: The Life of an American Border Man (Oklahoma Western Biographies) as good book not merely by



the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you
still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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