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In this richly imagined collection of poems, Frank X Walker brings to life the mind and heart of legendary
African-American jockey Isaac Burns Murphy (1861-1896). The son of a slave, Murphy rose to the top of
thoroughbred racing in a brilliant career that brought him wealth, honor and international fame. The first to
win the Kentucky Derby three times (1884, 1890, 1891), Murphy won an unprecedented 44% of the races he
entered. Part of the lore surrounding Murphy's legacy was his penchant for not using the whip. He preferred
to ride his mounts into the winner's circle by using his well-honed skills and simply talking to his horses.

Through poetic imagination and historical research, Walker creates a unique literary portrait of Murphy. The
poems are written in the voices of Murphy and his wife Lucy, his mentor African-American trainer Eli
Jordan, and his parents James and America Burns. Their words follow Murphy's childhood years in
Lexington, Kentucky, his rise to become America's most famous jockey, his encounters with racial violence
in the post-Civil War South, and his early death at age thirty-five.

In Murphy's time, thoroughbred racing was dominated by African-American jockeys. In the first Kentucky
Derby, thirteen of the fifteen jockeys were black. Of the first twenty-eight runnings of the Derby (1875-
1902), fifteen were won by African-American riders. As the century ended, black jockeys began to disappear
from racing, an exodus that continued throughout the twentieth century. I Dedicate This Ride helps bring this
important history to light.

"I hope the knowledge of thoroughbred racing's original legacy can be returned to the African-American
community and to all of us," says Walker. "I hope the book adds to the growing appreciation of Isaac
Murphy as one of Kentucky's and the nation's greatest African-American figures. At the height of his career,
Isaac was as famous as Jack Johnson, as fast as Jesse Owens, as dignified as Jackie Robinson and as admired
as Michael Jordan. In Kentucky, he is to Lexington what Muhammad Ali is to Louisville."

The poems imagined/spoken here by Isaac and Lucy Murphy, Eli Jordan, and James and America Burns tell
Murphy's compelling life story. They shine a light on the life of America's most celebrated black jockey, his
family and community, and the historical canvas on which his extraordinary life played out.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Barnett:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read the book. It
is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to reading
a publication. The book Isaac Murphy: I Dedicate This Ride it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a
lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event
you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this
book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides high quality.

Tracie Berry:

This Isaac Murphy: I Dedicate This Ride is great publication for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling sentences
within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give
you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having
Isaac Murphy: I Dedicate This Ride in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this
publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Samuel Gorman:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Isaac Murphy: I Dedicate This Ride can make you really feel more
interested to read.

Bruce Sandlin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know
that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Isaac Murphy: I Dedicate
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