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In African American Folksong and American Cultural Politics: The Lawrence Gellert Story, scholar and
musician Bruce Conforth tells the story of one of the most unusual collections of African American folk
music ever amassed—and the remarkable story of the man who produced it: Lawrence Gellert. Compiled
between the World Wars, Gellert's recordings were immediately adopted by the American Left as the voice
of the true American proletariat, with the songs—largely variants of traditional work songs or blues—dubbed
by the Left as "songs of protest." As both the songs and Gellert’s standing itself turned into propaganda
weapons of left-wing agitators, Gellert experienced a meteoric rise within the circles of left-wing
organizations and the American Communist party. But such success proved ephemeral, with Gellert
contributing to his own neglect by steadfastly refusing to release information about where and from whom he
had collected his recordings. Later scholars, as a result, would skip over his closely held, largely inaccessible
research, with some asserting Gellert’s work had been doctored for political purposes. And to a certain extent
they were correct. Conforth reveals how Gellert at least "assisted" in the creation of some of his more
political material. But hidden behind the few protest songs that Gellert allowed to become public was a vast
body of legitimate African America folksongs—enough to rival the work of any of his contemporary
collectors.

Had Gellert granted access to all his material, scholars would have quickly seen that it comprised an
incredibly complete and diverse collection of all African American song genres: work songs, blues, chants,
spirituals, as well as the largest body of African American folktales about Irish Americans (what were
referred to as "One Time I'shman" tales). It also included vast swaths of African American oral literature
collected by Gellert as part of the Federal Writers' Project.

In African American Folksong and American Cultural Politics, Conforth brings to light for the first time the
entire body of work collected by Lawrence Gellert, establishing his place, and the place for the material he
collected, within the pages of American folk song scholarship. In addition to shedding new light on the
concept of "protest music" within African American folk music, Conforth discusses the unique relationship
of the American Left to this music and how personal psychology and the demands of the American
Communist party would come to ruin Gellert’s life.

African American Folksong and American Cultural Politics will appeal to students and scholars in the fields
of American social and political history, African American studies, the history of American folk music, and
ethnomusicology.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Slawson:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important normally. The book African American Folksong and American Cultural Politics: The
Lawrence Gellert Story (American Folk Music and Musicians Series) seemed to be making you to know
about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The
publication African American Folksong and American Cultural Politics: The Lawrence Gellert Story
(American Folk Music and Musicians Series) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to
become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try
to make relationship with the book African American Folksong and American Cultural Politics: The
Lawrence Gellert Story (American Folk Music and Musicians Series). You never experience lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Randall Yang:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider if
those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you
get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen inside you if you take African American Folksong and American Cultural Politics: The Lawrence
Gellert Story (American Folk Music and Musicians Series) as the daily resource information.

Nancy Chinn:

The guide untitled African American Folksong and American Cultural Politics: The Lawrence Gellert Story
(American Folk Music and Musicians Series) is the publication that recommended to you to learn. You can
see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, therefore
the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of African
American Folksong and American Cultural Politics: The Lawrence Gellert Story (American Folk Music and
Musicians Series) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Christie Rich:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book African American Folksong and American Cultural Politics: The
Lawrence Gellert Story (American Folk Music and Musicians Series) was filled with regards to science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has



several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy
to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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