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Despite widespread admiration for the First Amendment's protection of speech, this iconic feature of
American legal thought has never been adequately theorized. Existing theories of speech proceed on the
basis of legal doctrine and judicial decisionmaking, social and political philosophy, or legal and intellectual
history. But these are not the disciplines one would most naturally turn to in analyzing speech. Meaning in
Law: A Theory of Speech takes a new and different approach. This book develops a general legal theory of
speech on the basis of linguistic theory and the
philosophy of language.

The opening chapters retrace the main conceptual stages in the expression of meaning: from natural
meaning, through symbolism, to signification. Later chapters analyze symbolic speech (communication by
nonlinguistic means) as the key to developing an intention-based theory of speech. The essential elements of
the theory are (1) nonnatural meaning, (2) the signaling of intent, (3) the recognition of intent, and (4)
establishing a convention.

A final chapter applies these insights to the case law of symbolic speech and resolves some basic confusions
in the legal literature. This analysis proceeds by way of an original distinction between actual conduct (in the
real world) and the "ideal conduct" described in a statute. The former may be described both as
communicative and
noncommunicative, while the latter has already been conceptualized as either communicative or
noncommunicative. This distinction clears up a major legal quandary: how conduct that counts as
communication may nevertheless be regulated or prohibited, without running afoul of the First Amendment's
protection of speech.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Moreno:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Meaning in Law: A Theory of Speech. Try to the actual book
Meaning in Law: A Theory of Speech as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when
you sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to
suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by
the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Johnnie McCormick:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around
the world. Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Meaning in Law: A Theory of
Speech will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every
thing. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun.
Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Rebecca Bailey:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
read a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Meaning in Law: A Theory of Speech offer you a new experience in looking at a book.

Christie Rich:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just trying to find the Meaning in Law: A Theory of Speech when you essential it?
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