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Few first ladies have enjoyed a better reputation among historians than Edith Kermit Roosevelt. Aristocratic
and sophisticated, tasteful and discreet, she managed the White House with a sure hand. Her admirers say
that she never slipped in carrying out her duties as hostess, mother, and adviser to her husband.

Lewis Gould's path-breaking study, however, presents a more complex and interesting figure than the
somewhat secularized saint Edith Roosevelt has become in the literature on first ladies. While many who
knew her found her inspiring and gracious, family members also recalled a more astringent and sometimes
nasty personality. Gould looks beneath the surface of her life to examine the intricate legacy of her tenure
from 1901 to 1909.

The narrative in this book thus uncovers much new about Edith Roosevelt. Far from being averse to
activism, Edith Roosevelt served as a celebrity sponsor at a New York musical benefit and also intervened in
a high-profile custody dispute. Gould traces her role in the failed marriage of a United States senator, her
efforts to secure the ambassador from Great Britain that she wanted, and the growing tension between her
and Helen Taft in 1908-1909. Her commitment to bringing classical music artists to the White House, along
with other popular performers, receives the fullest attention to date.

Gould also casts a skeptical eye over the area where Edith Roosevelt's standing has been strongest, her role
as a mother. He looks at how she and her husband performed as parents and dissents from the accustomed
judgment that all was well with the way the Roosevelt offspring developed. Most important of all, Gould
reveals the first lady's deep animus toward African Americans and their place in American society. She
believed "that any mixture of races is an unmitigated evil." The impact of her bigotry on Theodore
Roosevelt's racial policies must now be an element in any future discussion of that sensitive subject.

On balance, Gould finds that Edith Roosevelt played an important and creative part in how the institution of
the first lady developed during the twentieth century. His sprightly retelling of her White House years will
likely provoke controversy and debate. All those interested in how the role of the presidential wife has
evolved will find in this stimulating book a major contribution to the literature on a fascinating president. It
also brings to life a first lady whose legacy must now be seen in a more nuanced and challenging light.
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From reader reviews:

William Davis:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Edith
Kermit Roosevelt: Creating the Modern First Lady (Modern First Ladies) suitable to you? The book was
written by renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled Edith Kermit Roosevelt: Creating the
Modern First Lady (Modern First Ladies)is the main one of several books this everyone read now. This kind
of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people
can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now.
So that you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Beverly Turner:

The reserve untitled Edith Kermit Roosevelt: Creating the Modern First Lady (Modern First Ladies) is the
book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to
you actually. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Edith Kermit Roosevelt: Creating the Modern First Lady
(Modern First Ladies) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Delaine Valencia:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Edith Kermit Roosevelt: Creating the
Modern First Lady (Modern First Ladies), it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you
still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still
don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Debra Treat:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Edith Kermit Roosevelt: Creating the Modern First
Lady (Modern First Ladies) was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Edith Kermit Roosevelt: Creating the Modern First Lady (Modern First Ladies) has many kinds or genre.
Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that
you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel
happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that will.
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