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This book explores the use of deadly force by private security companies during the Iraq War.

The work focuses on and compares the activities of the US companies Blackwater and Dyncorp. Despite
sharing several important characteristics, such as working for the same client (the US State Department)
during the same time period, the employees of Blackwater fired their weapons far more often, and killed and
seriously injured far more people in Iraq than their counterparts in DynCorp. In order to explain this
disparity, the book undertakes the most comprehensive analysis ever attempted on the use of violence by the
employees of these firms. Based on extensive empirical research, it offers a credible explanation for this
difference: Blackwater maintained a relatively bellicose military culture that placed strong emphasis on
norms encouraging its personnel to exercise personal initiative, proactive use of force, and an exclusive
approach to security, which, together, motivated its personnel to use violence quite freely against anyone
they suspected of posing a threat. Specifically, Blackwater’s military culture motivated its personnel to fire
upon suspected threats more quickly, at greater distances, and with a greater quantity of bullets, and to more
readily abandon the people they shot at when compared to DynCorp’s personnel, who maintained a military
culture that encouraged far less violent behaviour. Utilizing the Private Security Company Violent Incident
Dataset (PSCVID), created by the author in 2012, the book draws upon data on hundreds of violent incidents
involving private security personnel in Iraq to identify trends in the behaviour exhibited by the employees of
different firms. Based on this rich and original empirical data, the book provides the definitive study of
contemporary private security personnel in the Iraq War.

This book will be of much interest to students of the Iraq War, Private Security Companies, Military Studies,
War and Conflict Studies and IR in general.
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From reader reviews:

Katrina Frey:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Private
Security Companies during the Iraq War: Military Performance and the Use of Deadly Force (Cass Military
Studies) suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book
untitled Private Security Companies during the Iraq War: Military Performance and the Use of Deadly Force
(Cass Military Studies)is one of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of
people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To
help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Maria Lacher:

You could spend your free time to study this book this book. This Private Security Companies during the
Iraq War: Military Performance and the Use of Deadly Force (Cass Military Studies) is simple to deliver you
can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring
typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save
the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Donald Lester:

This Private Security Companies during the Iraq War: Military Performance and the Use of Deadly Force
(Cass Military Studies) is new way for you who has fascination to look for some information as it relief your
hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still
having small amount of digest in reading this Private Security Companies during the Iraq War: Military
Performance and the Use of Deadly Force (Cass Military Studies) can be the light food in your case because
the information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the
form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in
guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-
book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss
this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Eugene Howard:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Private Security Companies during the
Iraq War: Military Performance and the Use of Deadly Force (Cass Military Studies) to make your own
personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about



book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it.
Beside that the reserve Private Security Companies during the Iraq War: Military Performance and the Use
of Deadly Force (Cass Military Studies) can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse
with what must you're doing of the time.
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