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In Nazi Germany, telling jokes about Hitler could get you killed
 
Hitler and Göring are standing on top of the Berlin radio tower. Hitler says he wants to do something to put a
smile on the Berliners’ faces. Göring says, “Why don’t you jump?”
 
When a woman told this joke in Germany in 1943, she was arrested by the Nazis and sentenced to death by
guillotine—it didn’t matter that her husband was a good German soldier who died in battle.
 
In this groundbreaking work of history, Rudolph Herzog takes up such stories to show how widespread
humor was during the Third Reich. It’s a fascinating and frightening history: from the suppression of the
anti-Nazi cabaret scene of the 1930s, to jokes made at the expense of the Nazis during WWII, to the
collections of “whispered jokes” that were published in the immediate aftermath of the war.
 
Herzog argues that jokes provide a hitherto missing chapter of WWII history. The jokes show that not all
Germans were hypnotized by Nazi propaganda, and, in taking on subjects like Nazi concentration camps,
they record a public acutely aware of the horrors of the regime. Thus Dead Funny is a tale of terrible silence
and cowardice, but also of occasional and inspiring bravery.
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Stevens:

The book Dead Funny: Telling Jokes in Hitler's Germany make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can
use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book Dead Funny:
Telling Jokes in Hitler's Germany to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open
and read a publication Dead Funny: Telling Jokes in Hitler's Germany. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Tracy Lindsey:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Dead Funny: Telling Jokes in Hitler's
Germany is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and want in this era.

Stephen Morgan:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Dead
Funny: Telling Jokes in Hitler's Germany, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Kari Hughes:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Dead Funny: Telling Jokes in Hitler's
Germany can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your
free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the
others?
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