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When President Thomas Jefferson dispatched Captains Meriwether Lewis and William Clark on their great
exploratory expedition of the lands west of the Mississippi, the journey was destined to become the most
famous and significant American land expedition in history. Jefferson must have realized the timeless
importance of the mission, for he urged the captains to keep multiple records of all they saw and experienced
during the journey. Those records, dutifully kept from the departure of the expedition in 1803 to its
conclusion in 1806, provided invaluable information about the wonders of the American West.

In the next 150 years the journals were published in several versions scrupulously authentic, dubiously
revised, and complacently counterfeit. This book is the first comprehensive account of the various versions
and of the persons responsible for them. It tells of the dedicated scholarship, inspired judgment, and exciting
discovery of new materials, as well as the misguided enthusiasm and journalistic skulduggery that marred the
publishing history of the journals, field notes, and letters of members of the expedition. The author breaks
new ground in his use of previously unpublished letters written by the editors of the two major editions. An
appendix introduces a recently discovered manuscript version of the journal kept by one of the expedition
members.

The book also includes an appraisal of books and articles written about the expedition and a resume of the
illustrative materials, sketches, and maps that enriched the accounts. A History of the Lewis and Clark
Journals is thus itself a significant expedition into a historic period in America's past.
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From reader reviews:

Elaine Rode:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love A History of the Lewis and Clark
Journals, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind
of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Ashley Washington:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The A History of the
Lewis and Clark Journals provide you with new experience in reading through a book.

Anthony Rodriguez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this A History of the Lewis and Clark
Journals.

Cathryn Walker:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of
news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the A History of the Lewis and Clark Journals when you required it?
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