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Mormon religious belief has long been a mystery to outsiders, either dismissed as anomalous to the
American religious tradition or extolled as the most genuine creation of the American imagination. The
Refiner's Fire presents a new and comprehensive understanding of the roots of Mormon religion, whose
theology promises the faithful that they will become "gods" through the restoration of ancient mysteries and
regain the divine powers of Adam lost in the fall from Paradise. Professor Brooke contends that the origins
of Mormonism lie in the fusion of radical religion with occult ideas, and organizes his book around the two
problems of demonstrating the survival of these ideas into the nineteenth century and explaining how they
were manifested in Mormon doctrine. In the concluding chapter, the author provides an outline of how
Mormonism since the 1850s gradually moved toward traditional Protestant Christianity. As well as religion,
the book explores magic, witchcraft, alchemy, Freemasonry, counterfeiting, and state-formation. John L.
Brooke is professor of history at Tufts University and the acclaimed author of The Heart of the
Commonwealth: Society and Political Culture in Worcester County, Massachusetts, 1713-1861 (CUP, 1989),
which has won, among other prizes, the Organization of American Historians' Merle Curti Award for
Intellectual History and the National Historical Society Book Prize for American History.
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From reader reviews:

Elaine Rode:

With other case, little individuals like to read book The Refiner's Fire: The Making of Mormon Cosmology,
1644-1844. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important the book The Refiner's Fire: The Making of Mormon Cosmology, 1644-1844. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book
you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple
issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's learn.

Maria Green:

The book The Refiner's Fire: The Making of Mormon Cosmology, 1644-1844 give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
examining a book The Refiner's Fire: The Making of Mormon Cosmology, 1644-1844 to get your habit, you
can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects.
You may know everything if you like start and read a publication The Refiner's Fire: The Making of
Mormon Cosmology, 1644-1844. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or
other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Mary Buss:

The book The Refiner's Fire: The Making of Mormon Cosmology, 1644-1844 can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book The Refiner's Fire:
The Making of Mormon Cosmology, 1644-1844? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But
one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your
book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book The Refiner's Fire: The Making of Mormon Cosmology, 1644-1844 has simple shape however you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Beverly Thomas:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. With the book The Refiner's Fire: The Making of Mormon Cosmology, 1644-1844 we can acquire
more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Merely



choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book
The Refiner's Fire: The Making of Mormon Cosmology, 1644-1844. You can more appealing than now.
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