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"Out of the crooked timber of humanity, no straight thing was ever made."--Immanuel Kant

Isaiah Berlin was one of the most important philosophers of the twentieth century--an activist of the intellect
who marshaled vast erudition and eloquence in defense of the endangered values of individual liberty and
moral and political plurality. In The Crooked Timber of Humanity he exposes the links between the ideas of
the past and the social and political cataclysms of our own time: between the Platonic belief in absolute truth
and the lure of authoritarianism; between the eighteenth-century reactionary ideologue Joseph de Maistre and
twentieth-century Fascism; between the romanticism of Schiller and Byron and the militant--and sometimes
genocidal--nationalism that convulses the modern world.

This new edition features a revised text that supplants all previous versions, a new foreword in which award-
winning novelist John Banville discusses Berlin's life and ideas, particularly his defense of pluralism, and a
substantial new appendix that provides rich context, including letters by Berlin and previously uncollected
writings, most notably his virtuoso review of Bertrand Russell's A History of Western Philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Maney:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Crooked Timber of Humanity: Chapters
in the History of Ideas, Second edition is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because
this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Megan Rivera:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this The Crooked
Timber of Humanity: Chapters in the History of Ideas, Second edition.

Pamela Rhodes:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by
examining a book. Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book
everywhere? It ok you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The
Crooked Timber of Humanity: Chapters in the History of Ideas, Second edition which is having the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Tamara Reams:

You may get this The Crooked Timber of Humanity: Chapters in the History of Ideas, Second edition by
visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed but can
you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your local
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
revise. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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