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In Symbolism and Interpretation, Tzvetan Todorov examines two aspects of discourse: its production, which
has traditionally been the domain of rhetoric, and its reception, which has always been the object of
hermeneutics. He analyzes the diverse theories of symbolism and interpretation that have been elaborated
over the centuries and considers their contribution to a general theory of verbal symbolism, discussing a wide
range of thinkers, from the Sanskrit philosophers and Aristotle to the German Romantics and contemporary
semioticians.

Todorov begins by examining general ideas of linguistic symbolism and the interpretive process. He then
turns to a detailed consideration of two of the most influential and pervasive interpretative strategies in
Western thought: the patristic exegesis of Augustine and Aquinas, and the philological exegesis
foreshadowed in the work of Spinoza, developed by Wolf, Ast, Boeckh, and Lanson, and criticized by
Schleiermacher. Todorov clarifies in masterly fashion the intricacies of the many schools of thought and
refines the concepts crucial to critical theory today, including the distinctions between language and
discourse, direct and indirect meaning, sign and symbol. Ably translated by Catherine Porter, Symbolism and
Interpretation provides a coherent and innovative framework that is indispensable to the study of semiotics,
its history, and its future.
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From reader reviews:

Patty Shield:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As it is known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book Symbolism and
Interpretation ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take
more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve Symbolism and Interpretation is not only
giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your
current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book Symbolism and
Interpretation. You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Darlene Goins:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this Symbolism and
Interpretation.

Mary Gonzalez:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more time
to be study. Symbolism and Interpretation can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have
those short free time problems.

Tyler Cote:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
study a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Symbolism
and Interpretation will give you new experience in reading a book.
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