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No other book has influenced the religion and culture of the Western world like the Bible and its largest
component, the Old Testament, which is shared by Jews and Christians alike. This groundbreaking work by
noted biblical scholar Christoph Levin is the most current and concise introduction to the Old Testament
available today.

The book fully explains the development of the Old Testament canon, as well as the editorial history
underlying its various parts, including the five books of Moses, the prophetic books, and the Psalms.
Examining the Old Testament in its historical context, it also sheds new light on many of the shorter books,
including Jonah, Job, Ruth, the Song of Solomon, Ecclesiastes, Esther, and Daniel.

Levin surveys fundamental changes that have taken place in Old Testament scholarship, noting that the
accepted view of this part of the Bible has been called into question both by literary scholars and by
archaeologists. He points out that many of the Old Testament writings are thought to have originated later
than previously believed, and argues that our knowledge about the exodus from Egypt, the Israelite conquest
of Palestine, and the opposition between belief in Yahweh and Canaanite religion can no longer be seen as
securely established.

While the book treats the Old Testament as part of the cultural and religious history of the Ancient Near
East, it also reminds readers that it emerged not as a history of ancient Israel but as the Holy Scripture of
Judaism. Clear and engaging, it will prove a compelling read for anyone interested in the history of religion
and the history of ancient Israel.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Hood:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book The Old Testament: A Brief Introduction will
make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about everything. But
some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why
they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Nancy Maxfield:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Old
Testament: A Brief Introduction, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your
knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Nancy Brown:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a publication. The book The Old Testament: A Brief Introduction it is extremely good to read. There
are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have
enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book
through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Sebrina Knapp:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Old Testament: A Brief Introduction
can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have
than the others?
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