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A detailed study of the history and usage of opium

• Explores the use of opium as a major healing herb and a popular relaxant

• Details the opium practices adhered to in the Chinese tradition

• Includes information on the suppression of opium by the modern pharmaceutical industry

Opium. The very sound of the word conjures images of secret rooms in exotic lands, where languid smokers
lounge dreamily in a blue haze of fragrant poppy smoke, inhaling from long bamboo pipes held over the ruby
flame of the jade lamp. Yet today very little accurate information is available regarding a substance that for
300 years was central to the lives of millions of people throughout the world.

In Opium Culture Peter Lee presents a fascinating narrative that covers every aspect of the art and craft of
opium use. Starting with a concise account of opium’s long and colorful history and the story of how it came
to be smoked for pleasure in China, Lee offers detailed descriptions of the growing and harvesting process;
the exotic inventory of tools and paraphernalia required to smoke opium as the Chinese did; its transition
from a major healing herb to a narcotic that has been suppressed by the modern pharmaceutical industry; its
connections to the I Ching, Taoism, and Chinese medicine; and the art, culture, philosophy, pharmacology,
and psychology of this longstanding Asian custom. Highlighted throughout with interesting quotes from
literary and artistic figures who were opium smokers, such as Jean Cocteau, Pablo Picasso, Herman Melville,
and Samuel Taylor Coleridge, the text is studded with gems of long forgotten opium arcana and dispels
many of the persistent myths about opium and its users.
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Lundquist:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Opium Culture:
The Art and Ritual of the Chinese Tradition suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous
writer in this era. The particular book untitled Opium Culture: The Art and Ritual of the Chinese Traditionis
the main one of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world with this book.

Frank Johnson:

Why? Because this Opium Culture: The Art and Ritual of the Chinese Tradition is an unordinary book that
the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading
this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content
on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will
give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Jennifer Yost:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Opium Culture: The Art and Ritual of the Chinese Tradition why
because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to
pick up this book.

Don Numbers:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Opium Culture: The Art and Ritual of the
Chinese Tradition to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book
and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it.
Beside that the e-book Opium Culture: The Art and Ritual of the Chinese Tradition can to be your brand-new



friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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