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Why are islanders so lavishly generous with food and material possessions but so guarded with information?
Why do these people, unfailingly polite for the most part, laugh openly when others embarrass themselves?
What does a smile mean to an islander? What might a sudden lapse into silence signify? These questions are
common in encounters with an unfamiliar Pacific Island culture. Making Sense of Micronesia is intended for
westerners who find themselves in contact with Micronesians—as teachers, social workers, health-care
providers, or simply as friends—and are puzzled by their island ways. It is for anyone struggling to make
sense of cultural exchanges they don’t quite understand.

The author focuses on the guts of island culture: the importance of the social map, the tension between the
individual and social identity, the ways in which wealth and knowledge are used, the huge importance of
respect, emotional expression and its restraints, island ways of handling both conflict and intimacy, the real
but indirect power of women. Far from a theoretical exposition, the book begins and ends with the real-life
behavior of islanders. Each section of every chapter is introduced by a vignette that illustrates the theme
discussed. The book attempts to explain island behavior, as curious as it may seem to outsiders at times,
against the over-riding pattern of values and attitudes that have always guided island life.

Even as the author maps the cultural terrain of Micronesia, he identifies those areas where island logic and
the demands of the modern world conflict: the “dilemmas of development.” In some cases, changes are being
made; in others, the very features of island culture that were highly functional in the past may remain so even
today. Overall, he advocates restraint—in our judgments on island practices, in our assumption that many of
these are dysfunctional, and in leading the charge for “development” before understanding the broader
context of the culture we are trying to convert.

16 illus.
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From reader reviews:

Augusta Wilson:

The feeling that you get from Making Sense of Micronesia: The Logic of Pacific Island Culture is a more
deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to understand but Making Sense of Micronesia: The Logic of Pacific Island
Culture giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that
can be understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then
can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular
Making Sense of Micronesia: The Logic of Pacific Island Culture instantly.

Matthew Hood:

This book untitled Making Sense of Micronesia: The Logic of Pacific Island Culture to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit
into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher
on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Lauren Robinson:

This Making Sense of Micronesia: The Logic of Pacific Island Culture is great book for you because the
content which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can say no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having Making Sense of Micronesia: The Logic of Pacific Island Culture in your hand like getting the world
in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten
or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt that?

Meghan Drucker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book.
Amount types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Making Sense of
Micronesia: The Logic of Pacific Island Culture.
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