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This book shows how grammar helps people communicate and looks at the ways grammar and meaning
interrelate. The author starts from the notion that a speaker codes a meaning into grammatical forms which
the listener is then able to recover: each word, he shows, has its own meaning and each bit of grammar its
own function, their combinations creating and limiting the possibilities for different words. He uncovers a
rationale for the varying grammatical properties of different words and in the process explains many facts
about English - such as why we can say I wish to go, I wish that he would go, and I want to go but not I want
that he would go.

The first part of the book reviews the main points of English syntax and discusses English verbs in terms of
their semantic types including those of Motion, Giving, Speaking, Liking, and Trying. In the second part
Professor Dixon looks at eight grammatical topics, including complement clauses, transitivity and causatives,
passives, and the promotion of a non-subject to subject, as in Dictionaries sell well.

This is the updated and revised edition of A New Approach to English Grammar on Semantic Principles. It
includes new chapters on tense and aspect, nominalizations and possession, and adverbs and negation, and
contains a new discussion of comparative forms of adjectives. It also explains recent changes in English
grammar, including how they has replaced the tabooed he as a pronoun referring to either gender, as in When
a student reads this book, they will learn a lot about English grammar in a most enjoyable manner.
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From reader reviews:

Brent Thompson:

This book untitled A Semantic Approach to English Grammar (Oxford Textbooks in Linguistics) to be one
of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way
of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Brad Bennett:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled A
Semantic Approach to English Grammar (Oxford Textbooks in Linguistics) the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your
mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The A Semantic Approach to English Grammar (Oxford
Textbooks in Linguistics) giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving
you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point
is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you
want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Roger Cooper:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve A Semantic Approach to English Grammar (Oxford Textbooks in
Linguistics) was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways
to get book that you wanted.

Andrew Purdie:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this A Semantic Approach to
English Grammar (Oxford Textbooks in Linguistics).
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