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Although many books on Gettysburg have addressed the role played by Brig. Gen. John Buford and his First
Cavalry Division troops, there is not a single book-length study devoted entirely to the critical delaying
actions waged by Buford and his dismounted troopers and his horse artillerists on the morning of July 1,
1863. Award-winning Civil War historian Eric J. Wittenberg rectifies this glaring oversight with “The
Devil’s to Pay”: John Buford at Gettysburg. A History and Walking Tour.

This comprehensive tactical study examines the role Buford and his horse soldiers played from June 29
through July 2, 1863, including the important actions that saved the shattered remnants of the First and
Eleventh Corps. Wittenberg relies upon scores of rare primary sources, including many that have never
before been used, to paint a detailed picture of the critical role the quiet and modest cavalryman known to his
men as “Honest John” or “Old Steadfast” played at Gettysburg.

“The Devil’s to Pay” also includes a detailed walking and driving tour of pertinent sites, complete with GPS
coordinates. Three appendices address the nature of Buford’s defense at Gettysburg, whether his troopers
were armed with repeating weapons, and whether a feint by his men late in the day caused the Confederate
infantry to form “squares” (a Napoleonic defensive tactic). Finally, 17 maps by Gettysburg cartographer Phil
Laino, together with more than 80 images, several published for the first time, round out this study. “The
Devil’s to Pay” is a must-have for Gettysburg enthusiasts.

REVIEWS

Most people were introduced to John Buford through Sam Elliott’s riveting portrayal of him in the film
Gettysburg. Now, through the talented hand of Eric Wittenberg in his new exemplary book, a new generation
of readers will meet the real Buford as history knew him?a brilliant cavalry tactician and inspirational leader
whose star reached its zenith at Gettysburg before an untimely illness struck him down just as opportunity
for advancement to senior command beckoned. This wonderfully written and deeply researched study stands
as a tribute even a gruff Old Army veteran like Buford would have admired.”

- Scott L. Mingus, Sr., author of Flames Beyond Gettysburg and Confederate General William “Extra Billy”
Smith

“As the author of 17 previous books on Civil War cavalry operations, Eric Wittenberg’s name is well known
to students of the Gettysburg Campaign. In ‘The Devil’s to Pay’: John Buford at Gettysburg, Wittenberg
tackles one of Gettysburg’s most iconic and revered leaders. Wittenberg’s narrative encompasses every
aspect of Buford’s Gettysburg performance and readers will leave with a much better appreciation of John
Buford and the cavalrymen who served under him.”

- James A. Hessler, author of Sickles at Gettysburg (2009) and co-author of Pickett’s Charge at Gettysburg
(2015)

“Few books on Gettysburg spill much ink on the role played by General John Buford and his troopers during



the opening hours of the battle, and even less regarding their participation during the rest of the first day or
thereafter. Wittenberg’s new master work details, for the first time, Buford’s crucial roll and how he and his
cavalrymen impacted the course of the battle. It is a scholarly, yet eminently readable book that is decades
overdue.”

- J. David Petruzzi, author of The Complete Gettysburg Guide

“No figure is more central to the Battle of Gettysburg than Union cavalryman John Buford. More than any
other commander’s decision, Buford’s determination to stand and fight on July 1 precipitated all the combat
that followed. Award-winning author Eric Wittenberg, noted for his excellent work on cavalry in general and
Gettysburg in particular, offers a detailed examination of Buford’s role in clear, well-ordered prose. ‘The
Devil’s to Pay’ is another must-have book on any Gettysburg shelf.”

- David A. Powell, author of The Maps of Chickamauga and The Chickamauga Campaign
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Kelley:

The book "The Devil's to Pay": John Buford at Gettysburg. A History and Walking Tour. make you feel
enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your
best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading
through a book "The Devil's to Pay": John Buford at Gettysburg. A History and Walking Tour. to be your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve "The Devil's to
Pay": John Buford at Gettysburg. A History and Walking Tour.. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Carol Ratliff:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific "The Devil's to Pay": John
Buford at Gettysburg. A History and Walking Tour. book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Dorothy Payne:

"The Devil's to Pay": John Buford at Gettysburg. A History and Walking Tour. can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary
that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing "The Devil's to Pay": John Buford at Gettysburg. A History and Walking Tour. yet
doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information
that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of
crucial pondering.

David Scott:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This "The Devil's to Pay": John
Buford at Gettysburg. A History and Walking Tour. can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not
a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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