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'The novel has everything: an absorbing melodrama, with a supporting cast of heroes, villains and
eccentrics, set in a London where vast wealth and desperate poverty live cheek-by-jowl' Jasper Rees,
The Times

When Nicholas Nickleby is left penniless after his father's death, he appeals to his wealthy uncle to help him
find work and to protect his mother and sister. But Ralph Nickleby proves both hard-hearted and
unscrupulous, and Nicholas finds himself forced to make his own way in the world. His adventures gave
Dickens the opportunity to portray an extraordinary gallery of rogues and eccentrics: Wackford Squeers, the
tyrannical headmaster of Dotheboys Hall, a school for unwanted boys, the slow-witted orphan Smike,
rescued by Nicholas, the pretentious Mantalinis and the gloriously theatrical Mr and Mrs Crummels and their
daughter, the 'infant phenomenon'. Like many of Dickens's novels, Nicholas Nickleby is characterised by his
outrage at cruelty and social injustice, but it is also a flamboyantly exuberant work, whose loose, haphazard
progress harks back to the picaresque novels of Tobias Smollett and Henry Fielding. In his introduction
Mark Ford compares Nicholas Nickleby to eighteenth-century picaresque novels, and examines Dickens's
criticism of the 'Yorkshire schools', his social satire and use of language. This edition includes the original
illustrations by 'Phiz', Dickens's original preface to the work, a chronology and a list of further reading.  

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
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From reader reviews:

Marcia Fullerton:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Nicholas Nickleby (Penguin Classics). Try to stumble through
book Nicholas Nickleby (Penguin Classics) as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you
sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you.
The book makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make
new experience and also knowledge with this book.

David Mathews:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy
read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Nicholas Nickleby (Penguin
Classics) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Christopher Palmer:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new details. When
you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you studying a
book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the personas do it anything.
Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Nicholas Nickleby (Penguin
Classics), you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire
average, make them reading a e-book.

Louella Rape:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your
no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the e-book untitled Nicholas Nickleby (Penguin Classics) can be very
good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.
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