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Thisis aselection of papers from a 1987 conference of the same title. While the emphasisis on academic
libraries, we are reminded of the crucia role of public and private libraries. Included are a survey of past
research and stimulating ideas for future work, by Phyllis Dain; Wayne Wiegand's look at the role an
ideology of reading played in the slow entry of academic librariesinto scholarly communication in the 19th
century; and a case study by Mary Niles Maack on the impact on African studies of collection inadequacies
in U.S. and African libraries. Insightful reading for librarians working with research collections.
Recommended. Library Journal

This book does afine job of identifying the formal contributions of U.S. libraries to scholary communication
since the middle of the nineteenth century. Several chapters go a step beyond that by capturing in lucid
articulation library and scholarly phenomena that too often are elusive and ambiguous. Library Quarterly

In recent years, scholarly communication has become a concern of historians and sociologists interested in
ideas and intellectual systems and in the social and institutional contextsin which ideas originate and are
diffused. In this new intellectual history, attention id focused on the librarians who, in their effort to adapt to
anew world of information technology and information overload, are inescapably aware of their historical
legacy of buildings, collections, catalogs, methods of operation, and intellectual assumptions. Study of the
historical dimension of the role of libraries and librarianship in the scholarly enterprise offersinsightsinto
the genesis of current problems and can inform plans for the future. Although library historians have created
agrowing body of useful works, including books and articles that relate library history to the mainstream of
social and intellectual history, many questions remain to be investigated.

The papersin this volume, which present the results of such inquiry by senior scholarsin the field, were
selected from presentations at an interdisciplinary conference held at the Library of Congress, Libraries and
Scholarly Communication in the United States: The Historical Dimension, at which library historians and
practitioners, social historians, and others concerned with the creation and communication of knowledge
were brought together to reflect upon some of these questions. The conference was organized to consider the
contributions of libraries and bibliographic enterprises to the processes of scholarly communication;
reexamine the intellectual and cultural assumptions upon which scholarly resources and bibliographic
services have devel oped; and analyze the scholarly library asasocia and cultural institution. The
contributors investigate aspects of scholarly communication such as institutional structures and functions, the
nature and dissemination of scholarly resources in the humanities, sciences, and social sciences; and
concepts of special collections, cultura property, and the uses of knowledge. Several focus on the United
States; others take a comparative approach or deal with relationships between the United States and
publishing and scholarship abroad, including the third world. Although varied in approach and scope, the
papers are linked by a common interest in probing the nature of scholarly communication and its institutional
and material manifestations and by the view that libraries and librarianship are social creations and social
systems. The diversity of the papers and their combination of conceptual and empirical modes point up the



complexity and richness of such investigation. Thus these essays, themselves substantial contributions to
knowledge, also point the way to future research and discussion on themes of increasing importance to those
concerned with scholarship, libraries, and the life of the mind.
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From reader reviews:
Brian Davis:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for usto be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem aswell as
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Libraries and Scholarly Communication in the United States: The
Historical Dimension (Beta Phi Mu Monograph Series).

Virgie Tauber:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But al so they write about the knowledge about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authorsin this world always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of themisthis Libraries and
Scholarly Communication in the United States: The Historical Dimension (Beta Phi Mu Monograph Series).

David Carter:

This Libraries and Scholarly Communication in the United States: The Historical Dimension (Beta Phi Mu
Monograph Series) is great publication for you because the content which can be full of information for you
who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it
information accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling sentencesin it. So if you are read
that hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but
difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Libraries and Scholarly Communication
in the United States: The Historical Dimension (Beta Phi Mu Monograph Series) in your hand like having
theworld in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you
world with ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , thisreally is good reading book.
Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Herman Pender grass:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Libraries and Scholarly Communication in
the United States: The Historical Dimension (Beta Phi Mu Monograph Series) or maybe others sources were



given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add
their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes Libraries and Scholarly
Communication in the United States: The Historical Dimension (Beta Phi Mu Monograph Series) to make
your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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