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In March of 2006, scholars from around the world gathered in Sun Valley, Idaho for a conference devoted to
not only John Steinbeck but also to the authors whose work influenced, informs, or illuminates his writings.
This volume represents the many unique papers delivered at that conference by scholars from around the
world. This collection includes studies on authors who influenced Steinbeck's work, discussions of writers
whose work is in dialogue with Steinbeck, and examinations of Steinbeck's contemporaries, whose
individual works invite comparisons with those of the Nobel-prize winning author.

Revealing Steinbeck's penchant for culling "all old books," the first section focuses on Steinbeck's European
forebears, particularly Sir Thomas Malory's retelling of the legend of King Arthur, Le Morte d'Arthur, and
Henry Fielding's novel Tom Jones. This section also includes articles on his American forebears: Walt
Whitman and Sarah Orne Jewett. The second part, "Steinbeck, Hemingway, Faulkner, and Cather" includes a
personal reminiscence by Ernest Hemingway's daughter-in-law, Valerie, as well as comparisons of Steinbeck
with other great American authors of the 20th century. The third section includes an essay by National Book
Award winner Charles Johnson (Middle Passage), as well as articles that compare Steinbeck's work with
Zora Neale Hurston, Alice Walker, and Toni Morrison. Further articles are concerned with Steinbeck's moral
philosophy and strong sense of social justice, eliciting comparisons with Sinclair Lewis, Tom Kristensen,
and Charles Johnson. The fourth section, "Steinbeck, the Arts, and the World" includes articles on the film
adaptation of The Moon Is Down, on Steinbeck and Mexican Modernism, on the American experience as
portrayed in The Grapes of Wrath and Raymond Chandler's The Big Sleep, and on Steinbeck and
ecocriticism. The book fittingly concludes with John Ditsky's keynote address, "In Search of a Language:
Steinbeck and Others," which was delivered
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Wilson:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book John Steinbeck and His Contemporaries. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book John
Steinbeck and His Contemporaries. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way
of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country right up
until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know
that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You
may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

June Whitaker:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This John Steinbeck and His Contemporaries can give you a lot of
pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer
you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be
great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have John Steinbeck and His Contemporaries.

Kenny Crowther:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This e-book John Steinbeck and His Contemporaries was filled with regards to science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has diverse feel
when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a
reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Michael Hollinger:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book John Steinbeck and His
Contemporaries to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and
learn it. Beside that the publication John Steinbeck and His Contemporaries can to be your brand-new friend
when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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