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In this book, James Boon ranges through history and around the globe in a series of provocative reflections
on the limitations, attractions, and ambiguities of cultural interpretation. The book reflects the unusual
keyword of itstitle, extra-vagance, aterm Thoreau used to refer to thought that skirts traditional boundaries.
Boon follows Thoreau's lead by broaching subjects as diverse as Balinese ritual, Montaigne, Chaucer,
Tarzan, Perry Mason, opera, and the ideas of Jacques Derrida, Ruth Benedict, Kenneth Burke, and Mary
Douglas. He makes creative and often playful leaps among eclectic texts and rituals that do not hold single,
fixed meanings, but numerous, changing, and exceedingly specific ones.

Boon opens by exploring links between ritual and reading, focusing on commentaries about the seclusion of
menstruating women in Native American culture, trance dances in Bali, and circumcision (or lack of it) in
contrasting religions. He considers the ironies of "first-person ethnography” by telling stories from his own
fieldwork, reflecting on ethnological museums, and making seriocomic connections between Mark Twain
and Marcel Mauss. In expansive discussions that touch on Manhattan and Sri Lanka, the Louvre and the
"World of Coca-Cola" museum, willfully obscure academic theory and shamelessly commercial show
business, Boon underlines the inadequacies of simple ideologies and pat generalizations. The book is a
profound and el ogquent exploration of cultural comparison by one of America's most original and innovative
anthropol ogists.
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From reader reviews:
Allen Brown:

The book Verging on Extra-Vagance will bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The author
style to clarify theideais very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The
book Verging on Extra-Vagance is much recommended to you to study. Y ou can also get the e-book from
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Inez Morales:

Often the book Verging on Extra-Vagance has alot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a
lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of
write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Richard Morris:

Verging on Extra-V agance can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his’her
effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing Verging on Extra-Vagance yet doesn't forget the
main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one
of it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Judith Bowman:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy your
small amount of timeto read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that need more time
to be read. Verging on Extra-Vagance can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have
those short free time problems.
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