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"Meticulous . . . [Diamond] gleaned that . . . the fate of democracy was not driven by events but by the
passion of individual people."?The New York Times Book Review

In 1974, nearly three-quarters of all countries were dictatorships; today, more than half are democracies. Yet
recent efforts to promote democracy have stumbled, and many democratic governments are faltering.

In this sweeping vision for advancing freedom around the world, renowned social scientist Larry Diamond
examines how and why democracy progresses. He demonstrates that the desire for democracy runs deep,
even in very poor countries, and that seemingly entrenched regimes like Iran and China could become
democracies within a generation. He also dissects the causes of the "democratic recession" in critical states,
including the crime-infested oligarchy in Russia and the strong-armed populism of Venezuela.

To spur a renewed democratic boom Diamond urges the United States to vigorously support good
governance and free civic organizations. Only then will the spirit of democracy be secured.
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From reader reviews:

Jake Leslie:

The book The Spirit of Democracy: The Struggle to Build Free Societies Throughout the World can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a
book The Spirit of Democracy: The Struggle to Build Free Societies Throughout the World? A few of you
have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Spirit of Democracy:
The Struggle to Build Free Societies Throughout the World has simple shape however you know: it has great
and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Lewis Labelle:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific The Spirit of Democracy: The
Struggle to Build Free Societies Throughout the World book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Peter Zimmerman:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This publication The Spirit of Democracy: The Struggle to Build Free Societies
Throughout the World was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know
how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now,
many ways to get book you wanted.

Sylvia Ferland:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book The Spirit of Democracy: The
Struggle to Build Free Societies Throughout the World to make your personal reading is interesting. Your
own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book
to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion
for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the guide The Spirit of Democracy: The Struggle



to Build Free Societies Throughout the World can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse
with what must you're doing of these time.
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