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A Curious Man is the marvelously compelling biography of Robert “Believe It or Not” Ripley, the enigmatic
cartoonist turned globetrotting millionaire who won international fame by celebrating the world's strangest
oddities, and whose outrageous showmanship taught us to believe in the unbelievable.

As portrayed by acclaimed biographer Neal Thompson, Ripley’s life is the stuff of a classic American fairy
tale. Buck-toothed and cursed by shyness, Ripley turned his sense of being an outsider into an appreciation
for the strangeness of the world. After selling his first cartoon to Time magazine at age eighteen, more
cartooning triumphs followed, but it was his “Believe It or Not” conceit and the wildly popular radio shows
it birthed that would make him one of the most successful entertainment figures of his time and spur him to
search the globe’s farthest corners for bizarre facts, exotic human curiosities, and shocking phenomena.

Ripley delighted in making outrageous declarations that somehow always turned out to be true—such as that
Charles Lindbergh was only the sixty-seventh man to fly across the Atlantic or that “The Star Spangled
Banner” was not the national anthem. Assisted by an exotic harem of female admirers and by ex-banker
Norbert Pearlroth, a devoted researcher who spoke eleven languages, Ripley simultaneously embodied the
spirit of Peter Pan, the fearlessness of Marco Polo and the marketing savvy of P. T. Barnum.

In a very real sense, Ripley sought to remake the world’s aesthetic. He demanded respect for those who were
labeled “eccentrics” or “freaks”—whether it be E. L. Blystone, who wrote 1,615 alphabet letters on a grain
of rice, or the man who could swallow his own nose.

By the 1930s Ripley possessed a vast fortune, a private yacht, and a twenty-eight room mansion stocked with
such “oddities” as shrunken heads and medieval torture devices, and his pioneering firsts in print, radio, and
television were tapping into something deep in the American consciousness—a taste for the titillating and
exotic, and a fascination with the fastest, biggest, dumbest and most weird. Today, that legacy continues and
can be seen in reality TV, YouTube, America’s Funniest Home Videos, Jackass, MythBusters and a host of
other pop-culture phenomena.

In the end Robert L. Ripley changed everything. The supreme irony of his life, which was dedicated to
exalting the strange and unusual, is that he may have been the most amazing oddity of all.



From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Dixon:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This A Curious Man: The Strange and Brilliant Life of Robert "Believe
It or Not!" Ripley book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the
facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that
want to deliver to you. The writer connected with A Curious Man: The Strange and Brilliant Life of Robert
"Believe It or Not!" Ripley content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking A Curious
Man: The Strange and Brilliant Life of Robert "Believe It or Not!" Ripley is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Dana Barker:

The particular book A Curious Man: The Strange and Brilliant Life of Robert "Believe It or Not!" Ripley has
a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This particular
book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Brooke Fisher:

This A Curious Man: The Strange and Brilliant Life of Robert "Believe It or Not!" Ripley is fresh way for
you who has attention to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting
deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading
this A Curious Man: The Strange and Brilliant Life of Robert "Believe It or Not!" Ripley can be the light
food in your case because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These
books produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think
that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in
reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So ,
don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.

Alex Tipton:

You will get this A Curious Man: The Strange and Brilliant Life of Robert "Believe It or Not!" Ripley by
visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties
for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can
you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose proper ways for you.
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