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Higher education reforms have been on the agenda of Western European countries for 25 years, trying to
deal with self governed professional bureaucracies politically weakened by massification when an emerging
common understanding enhanced their role as major actors in knowledge based economies. While university
systems are deeply embedded in national settings, the ex post rationale of still on-going reforms is
surprisingly uniform and “de-nationalized”. They promote (1) the “organizational turn” of universities, to
varying extent substituting collegial loosely coupled entities by “integrated, goal-oriented entities
deliberately choosing their own actions (and therefore open to differentiation), that can thus be held
responsible for what they do” (2) the diversification of stakeholders, supposedly offering solutions to
problems as various as the democratisation of universities, the shrinking of State budget resources and the
diversification of university missions offering answers to changes in the making and in the use of science.

When it comes to accounting for these reforms, two grand narratives of public management share the floor.
NPM implies a strengthening of the capacity of the core State to direct public services organizations through
management by objectives and results or contractualization, assessment, evaluation and. “Governance”
focuses on “network-based” governance systems, where coordinating power and control are collectively
shared between the major ‘social actors or partners’ at all levels of the decision-making system. Our results
suggest that all higher education systems under study were more or less transformed according to both these
narratives. It is therefore needed to understand how they combine or create contradictions. This leads us to
test a third neo-weberian model. This model reaffirms the role of the State, of representative democracy,
(central, regional and local), of public law (suitably modernized), preserves the idea of a public service with
a distinctive status, culture and terms and conditions. It shifts from an internal orientation to bureaucratic
rules towards an external orientation in meeting citizens’ needs and wishes by means of standardization of
work processes and their products, based on a distinctive public service and a particular legal order survived
as the foundations beneath the various packages of modernizing reforms.

This book traces the national dynamics of public policies, organizational design and steering tools in seven
European higher education and research systems, using these narratives to interpret and test the actual
changes and the degree of national specificities and European convergence.

This book is not a sum of national chapters like other presumably comparative. It does not intend to tell once
again the story of the transformation of the relationships between the state and universities. It tries to use
Higher education system to discuss issues on state intervention and steering and more generally the NPM,
governance and neo-weberian models in a specific field.

Furthermore, this book intends breaking the walls between specialists in higher education and specialist in
public management and research policy. This well rooted division of labour is less that ever justified as the
university mission in research (fundamental, applied, strategic) is underscored by commentors and reformers
themselves. For that reason, we have chosen to observe the consequences of the dynamics of public policies,
organizational design and steering tools on two specific issues related to the development of research training
and organizing within universities: the transformation of research funding on the one hand and the expansion
of graduate studies and doctoral schools on the other.
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Taylor:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide University Governance: Western European
Comparative Perspectives (Higher Education Dynamics) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel
much more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading the
book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best
book or ideal book with you?

Harry Greene:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This University Governance: Western European Comparative Perspectives (Higher
Education Dynamics) book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info
here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want
to supply to you. The writer involving University Governance: Western European Comparative Perspectives
(Higher Education Dynamics) content conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The
printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you even now
thinking University Governance: Western European Comparative Perspectives (Higher Education Dynamics)
is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Mary Hubbard:

This University Governance: Western European Comparative Perspectives (Higher Education Dynamics) are
usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this University
Governance: Western European Comparative Perspectives (Higher Education Dynamics) can be on the list
of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you
actually with information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you
can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside
that this University Governance: Western European Comparative Perspectives (Higher Education Dynamics)
giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Williams Carter:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept University
Governance: Western European Comparative Perspectives (Higher Education Dynamics) suitable to you?
Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled University
Governance: Western European Comparative Perspectives (Higher Education Dynamics)is one of several



books which everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-
book you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their plan in the simple
way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a
wide range of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this
book.

Download and Read Online University Governance: Western
European Comparative Perspectives (Higher Education Dynamics)
#U7HXTYSWAQE



Read University Governance: Western European Comparative
Perspectives (Higher Education Dynamics) for online ebook

University Governance: Western European Comparative Perspectives (Higher Education Dynamics) Free
PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books,
books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read,
PDF best books to read, top books to read University Governance: Western European Comparative
Perspectives (Higher Education Dynamics) books to read online.

Online University Governance: Western European Comparative Perspectives (Higher
Education Dynamics) ebook PDF download

University Governance: Western European Comparative Perspectives (Higher Education Dynamics)
Doc

University Governance: Western European Comparative Perspectives (Higher Education Dynamics) Mobipocket

University Governance: Western European Comparative Perspectives (Higher Education Dynamics) EPub


