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In the early 1890s the theory of evolution gained an unexpected ally: the Edison phonograph. An amateur
scientist used the new machine—one of the technological wonders of the age—to record monkey calls, play
them back to the monkeys, and watch their reactions. From these soon-famous experiments he judged that he
had discovered “the simian tongue,” made up of words he was beginning to translate, and containing the
rudiments from which human language evolved. Yet for most of the next century, the simian tongue and the
means for its study existed at the scientific periphery. Both returned to great acclaim only in the early 1980s,
after a team of ethologists announced that experimental playback showed certain African monkeys to have
rudimentarily meaningful calls.

Drawing on newly discovered archival sources and interviews with key scientists, Gregory Radick here
reconstructs the remarkable trajectory of a technique invented and reinvented to listen in on primate
communication. Richly documented and powerfully argued, The Simian Tongue charts the scientific
controversies over the evolution of language from Darwin’s day to our own, resurrecting the forgotten debts
of psychology, anthropology, and other behavioral sciences to the Victorian debate about the animal roots of
human language.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Marques:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Simian Tongue: The Long Debate about
Animal Language. All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet solutions
or other social media.

George Foulds:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important for us. The book The Simian Tongue: The Long Debate about
Animal Language was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication The Simian Tongue: The Long
Debate about Animal Language is not only giving you considerably more new information but also for being
your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your publication.
Try to make relationship with the book The Simian Tongue: The Long Debate about Animal Language. You
never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Kenneth Roland:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one using
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The The Simian Tongue: The Long Debate about Animal
Language is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Dawn Campbell:

You can obtain this The Simian Tongue: The Long Debate about Animal Language by browse the bookstore
or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by
simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.
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