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What remains of the “national” when the nation unravels at the birth of the independent state? The political
truncation of India at the end of British colonial rule in 1947 led to a social cataclysm in which roughly one
million people died and ten to twelve million were displaced. Combining film studies, trauma theory, and
South Asian cultural history, Bhaskar Sarkar follows the shifting traces of this event in Indian cinema over
the next six decades. He argues that Partition remains a wound in the collective psyche of South Asia and
that its representation on screen enables forms of historical engagement that are largely opaque to standard
historiography.

Sarkar tracks the initial reticence to engage with the trauma of 1947 and the subsequent emergence of a
strong Partition discourse, revealing both the silence and the eventual “return of the repressed” as strands of
one complex process. Connecting the relative silence of the early decades after Partition to a project of
postcolonial nation-building and to trauma’s disjunctive temporal structure, Sarkar develops an allegorical
reading of the silence as a form of mourning. He relates the proliferation of explicit Partition narratives in
films made since the mid-1980s to disillusionment with post-independence achievements, and he discusses
how current cinematic memorializations of 1947 are influenced by economic liberalization and the rise of a
Hindu-chauvinist nationalism. Traversing Hindi and Bengali commercial cinema, art cinema, and television,
Sarkar provides a history of Indian cinema that interrogates the national (a central category organizing
cinema studies) and participates in a wider process of mourning the modernist promises of the nation form.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Schmidt:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Mourning the Nation: Indian Cinema in the Wake of Partition can
be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Jo Daigneault:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Mourning the Nation: Indian Cinema
in the Wake of Partition guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which
can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism Mourning
the Nation: Indian Cinema in the Wake of Partition as good book not simply by the cover but also by
content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing one more
sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.

Danny Chamberland:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Mourning the Nation: Indian Cinema in the
Wake of Partition can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have
than the others?

Allison Sala:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make summary
for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real their pastime. They
just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing reading very
seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful images on
there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this period,
many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this Mourning the Nation: Indian Cinema in the Wake of Partition can make you feel more interested to read.
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