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Must we fight terrorism with terror, match assassination with assassination, and torture with torture? Must
we sacrifice civil liberty to protect public safety?

In the age of terrorism, the temptations of ruthlessness can be overwhelming. But we are pulled in the other
direction too by the anxiety that a violent response to violence makes us morally indistinguishable from our
enemies. There is perhaps no greater political challenge today than trying to win the war against terror
without losing our democratic souls. Michael Ignatieff confronts this challenge head-on, with the
combination of hard-headed idealism, historical sensitivity, and political judgment that has made him one of
the most influential voices in international affairs today.

Ignatieff argues that we must not shrink from the use of violence--that far from undermining liberal
democracy, force can be necessary for its survival. But its use must be measured, not a program of torture
and revenge. And we must not fool ourselves that whatever we do in the name of freedom and democracy is
good. We may need to kill to fight the greater evil of terrorism, but we must never pretend that doing so is
anything better than a lesser evil.

In making this case, Ignatieff traces the modern history of terrorism and counter-terrorism, from the nihilists
of Czarist Russia and the militias of Weimar Germany to the IRA and the unprecedented menace of Al
Qaeda, with its suicidal agents bent on mass destruction. He shows how the most potent response to terror
has been force, decisive and direct, but--just as important--restrained. The public scrutiny and political ethics
that motivate restraint also give democracy its strongest weapon: the moral power to endure when the furies
of vengeance and hatred are spent.

The book is based on the Gifford Lectures delivered at the University of Edinburgh in 2003.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Davis:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question since just their
can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this specific The Lesser Evil: Political Ethics in an Age of
Terror (Gifford Lectures) to read.

Betty Norsworthy:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to
reading a guide. The book The Lesser Evil: Political Ethics in an Age of Terror (Gifford Lectures) it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading
this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You
can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides
high quality.

Lisa Martin:

Why? Because this The Lesser Evil: Political Ethics in an Age of Terror (Gifford Lectures) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Heather Stewart:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Lesser Evil: Political Ethics in an Age
of Terror (Gifford Lectures) book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that
may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question The Lesser
Evil: Political Ethics in an Age of Terror (Gifford Lectures) as good book not only by the cover but also by



content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing one more
sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to a different sixth sense.
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