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In Reading Appalachia from Left to Right, Carol Mason examines the legacies of a pivotal 1974 curriculum
dispute in West Virginia that heralded the rightward shift in American culture and politics. At a time when
black nationalists and white conservatives were both maligned as extremists for opposing education reform,
the wife of a fundamentalist preacher who objected to new language-arts textbooks featuring multiracial
literature sparked the yearlong conflict. It was the most violent textbook battle in America, inspiring mass
marches, rallies by white supremacists, boycotts by parents, and strikes by coal miners. Schools were closed
several times due to arson and dynamite while national and international news teams descended on
Charleston.

A native of Kanawha County, Mason infuses local insight into this study of historically left-leaning
protesters ushering in cultural conservatism. Exploring how reports of the conflict as a hillbilly feud affected
all involved, she draws on substantial archival research and interviews with Klansmen, evangelicals, miners,
bombers, and businessmen, a who, like herself, were residents of Kanawha County during the dispute.
Mason investigates vulgar accusations of racism that precluded a richer understanding of how ethnicity, race,
class, and gender blended together as white protesters set out to protect "our children's souls."

In the process, she demonstrates how the significance of the controversy goes well beyond resistance to
social change on the part of Christian fundamentalists or a cultural clash between elite educators and
working-class citizens. The alliances, tactics, and political discourses that emerged in the Kanawha Valley in
1974 crossed traditional lines, inspiring innovations in neo-Nazi organizing, propelling Christian
conservatism into the limelight, and providing models for women of the New Right.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Stover:

The ability that you get from Reading Appalachia from Left to Right: Conservatives and the 1974 Kanawha
County Textbook Controversy is the more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the
more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Reading
Appalachia from Left to Right: Conservatives and the 1974 Kanawha County Textbook Controversy giving
you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply
anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We recommend you for having this kind of Reading Appalachia from Left to Right: Conservatives
and the 1974 Kanawha County Textbook Controversy instantly.

Robbie Stamant:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their ability
in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this Reading
Appalachia from Left to Right: Conservatives and the 1974 Kanawha County Textbook Controversy.

Melissa Fanning:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled Reading
Appalachia from Left to Right: Conservatives and the 1974 Kanawha County Textbook Controversy your
head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely
can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one contact
form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The Reading Appalachia from Left
to Right: Conservatives and the 1974 Kanawha County Textbook Controversy giving you another experience
more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let
us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are
finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time
activity?

Ruth Vazquez:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just resting on
the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Reading Appalachia from Left to Right: Conservatives



and the 1974 Kanawha County Textbook Controversy can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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