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In 1997, after General Motors shuttered a massive complex of factories in the gritty industrial city of Flint,
Michigan, signs were placed around the empty facility reading, “Demolition Means Progress,” suggesting
that the struggling metropolis could not move forward to greatness until the old plants met the wrecking ball.
Much more than a trite corporate slogan, the phrase encapsulates the operating ethos of the nation’s
metropolitan leadership from at least the 1930s to the present. Throughout, the leaders of Flint and other
municipalities repeatedly tried to revitalize their communities by demolishing outdated and inefficient
structures and institutions and overseeing numerous urban renewal campaigns—many of which yielded only
more impoverished and more divided metropolises. After decades of these efforts, the dawn of the twenty-
first century found Flint one of the most racially segregated and economically polarized metropolitan areas in
the nation.

In one of the most comprehensive works yet written on the history of inequality and metropolitan
development in modern America, Andrew R. Highsmith uses the case of Flint to explain how the perennial
quest for urban renewal—even more than white flight, corporate abandonment, and other
forces—contributed to mass suburbanization, racial and economic division, deindustrialization, and political
fragmentation. Challenging much of the conventional wisdom about structural inequality and the roots of the
nation’s “urban crisis,” Demolition Means Progress shows in vivid detail how public policies and programs
designed to revitalize the Flint area ultimately led to the hardening of social divisions.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Marker:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Demolition Means Progress: Flint, Michigan, and the
Fate of the American Metropolis (Historical Studies of Urban America) as the daily resource information.

Edward Kirklin:

The particular book Demolition Means Progress: Flint, Michigan, and the Fate of the American Metropolis
(Historical Studies of Urban America) will bring that you the new experience of reading a new book. The
author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to
you. The book Demolition Means Progress: Flint, Michigan, and the Fate of the American Metropolis
(Historical Studies of Urban America) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Christopher Palmer:

The e-book untitled Demolition Means Progress: Flint, Michigan, and the Fate of the American Metropolis
(Historical Studies of Urban America) is the e-book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality
of the guide content that will be shown to an individual. The language that writer use to explained their ideas
are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of
Demolition Means Progress: Flint, Michigan, and the Fate of the American Metropolis (Historical Studies of
Urban America) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Irving Tarkington:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Demolition Means Progress: Flint, Michigan, and the Fate
of the American Metropolis (Historical Studies of Urban America) can give you a lot of friends because by
you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person.
This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that
possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So ,
why hesitate? Let me have Demolition Means Progress: Flint, Michigan, and the Fate of the American
Metropolis (Historical Studies of Urban America).
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