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An extraordinary account of conflict and peacemaking among griots.

"... a compelling study of how social identities and relationships are constructed and reconstructed through
action, specifically through speech.... The book succeeds marvelously in conveying the voice of the people
who are, in every sense of the word, its subject." ?Robert Launay

In 1985, while she was an apprentice griot or jelimuso, Barbara G. Hoffman saw and recorded a remarkable
event in the small town of Kita, Mali. For four days, thousands of griots from all parts of the Mande world
gathered to talk, sing, and make music in celebration of the opening of the new Hall of Griots and the
installation of the recently named Head Griot. This unprecedented assembly also marked the end of a deadly
two-year conflict fought with griot weapons?words, reputations, and sorcery. Hoffman captures griots
making speeches, singing songs of praise, and dancing in honor of their restored unity. Her discerning
interpretations of the speeches not only explore the art of griot oratory but show how the use of history,
metaphor, religion, proverbs, and praise can mend a community torn apart by war. The speeches, often
marked by a keen edge, also reveal what it means to be a griot in a casted society and to demand that other
castes recognize and respect this unique identity. The griot’s formidable linguistic abilities come to the fore
as they negotiate, reestablish, and assert their cultural power. This exceptional book, including generous
extracts from the griots’ speeches in Mande and in translation, offers surprising and important insights into
the multiple meanings of Mande culture, caste, and identity.

Barbara G. Hoffman is Assistant Professor of Anthropology at Cleveland State University. She is author of
many essays on Mande culture and producer of ethnographic videos on East and West African cultures. She
is known to the Mande griot community as Jeli Jeneba Jabate.
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From reader reviews:

David Hogan:

Precisely why? Because this Griots at War: Conflict, Conciliation, and Caste in Mande is an unordinary book
that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret the
item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will
give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your
critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the
book store hurriedly.

Armando McFarland:

This Griots at War: Conflict, Conciliation, and Caste in Mande is great guide for you because the content
which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives
you straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Griots
at War: Conflict, Conciliation, and Caste in Mande in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it
is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second
right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you
still doubt this?

Kenneth Porter:

The book untitled Griots at War: Conflict, Conciliation, and Caste in Mande contain a lot of information on
this. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the people,
so do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author
provides you in the new period of time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can
read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Robert Wilkes:

You will get this Griots at War: Conflict, Conciliation, and Caste in Mande by look at the bookstore or Mall.
Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge.
Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book
by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for



you.
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