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Aesop, or Æsop (from the Greek Aisopos), famous for his Fables, is supposed to have lived from about 620
to 560 B.C. Aesop's Fables are still taught as moral lessons and used as subjects for various entertainments
especially children's plays and cartoons.

The place of his birth is uncertain--Thrace, Phrygia, Aethiopia, Samos, Athens and Sardis all claiming the
honour. We possess little trustworthy information concerning his life, except that he was the slave of Iadmon
of Samos and met with a violent death at the hands of the inhabitants of Delphi. A pestilence that ensued
being attributed to this crime, the Delphians declared their willingness to make compensation, which, in
default of a nearer connexion, was claimed and received by Iadmon, the grandson of his old master.
Herodotus, who is our authority for this (ii. 134), does not state the cause of his death; various reasons are
assigned by later writers--his insulting sarcasms, the embezzlement of money entrusted to him by Croesus
for distribution at Delphi, the theft of a silver cup.

Aesop must have received his freedom from Iadmon, or he could not have conducted the public defence of a
certain Samian demagogue (Aristotle, Rhetoric, ii. 20). According to the story, he subsequently lived at the
court of Croesus, where he met Solon, and dined in the company of the Seven Sages of Greece with
Periander at Corinth. During the reign of Peisistratus he is said to have visited Athens, on which occasion he
related the fable of The Frogs asking for a King, to dissuade the citizens from attempting to exchange
Peisistratus for another ruler.

The popular stories current regarding him are derived from a life, or rather romance, prefixed to a book of
fables, purporting to be his, collected by Maximus Planudes, a monk of the 14th century. In this he is
described as a monster of ugliness and deformity, as he is also represented in a well-known marble figure in
the Villa Albani at Rome. That this life, however, was in existence a century before Planudes, appears from a
13th-century manuscript of it found at Florence. In Plutarch's Symposium of the Seven Sages, at which
Aesop is a guest, there are many jests on his original servile condition, but nothing derogatory is said about
his personal appearance. We are further told that the Athenians erected in his honour a noble statue by the
famous sculptor Lysippus, which furnishes a strong argument against the fiction of his deformity. Lastly, the
obscurity in which the history of Aesop is involved has induced some scholars to deny his existence
altogether.

It is probable that Aesop did not commit his fables to writing; Aristophanes (Wasps, 1259) represents
Philocleon as having learnt the "absurdities" of Aesop from conversation at banquets) and Socrates whiles
away his time in prison by turning some of Aesop's fables "which he knew" into verse (Plato, Phaedo, 61 b).
Demetrius of Phalerum (345-283 B.C.) made a collection in ten books, probably in prose (Lopson Aisopeion
sunagogai) for the use of orators, which has been lost. Next appeared an edition in elegiac verse, often cited
by Suidas, but the author's name is unknown. Babrius, according to Crusius, a Roman and tutor to the son of
Alexander Severus, turned the fables into choliambics in the earlier part of the 3rd century A.D. The most
celebrated of the Latin adapters is Phaedrus, a freedman of Augustus. Avianus (of uncertain date, perhaps the



4th century) translated 42 of the fables into Latin elegiacs.

The collections which we possess under the name of Aesop's Fables are late renderings of Babrius's Version
or Progumnasmata, rhetorical exercises of varying age and merit. Syntipas translated Babrius into Syriac,
and Andreopulos put the Syriac back again into Greek. Ignatius Diaconus, in the 9th century, made a version
of 55 fables in choliambic tetrameters. Stories from Oriental sources were added, and from these collections
Maximus Planudes made and edited the collection which has come
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Sena:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Aesop's Fables A
New Revised Version From Original Sources : complete with 200 original Illustration and Writer Biography
(Illustrated)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other
opinion?

Michele Anderson:

The book Aesop's Fables A New Revised Version From Original Sources : complete with 200 original
Illustration and Writer Biography (Illustrated) can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book Aesop's Fables A
New Revised Version From Original Sources : complete with 200 original Illustration and Writer Biography
(Illustrated)? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give
many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details
that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Aesop's Fables
A New Revised Version From Original Sources : complete with 200 original Illustration and Writer
Biography (Illustrated) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
seem the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Marie Walsh:

This Aesop's Fables A New Revised Version From Original Sources : complete with 200 original Illustration
and Writer Biography (Illustrated) are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why.
The reason why of this Aesop's Fables A New Revised Version From Original Sources : complete with 200
original Illustration and Writer Biography (Illustrated) can be on the list of great books you must have is
giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will
shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Aesop's Fables A New Revised Version From
Original Sources : complete with 200 original Illustration and Writer Biography (Illustrated) giving you an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in
your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Dolores Mann:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a



book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Aesop's Fables A New
Revised Version From Original Sources : complete with 200 original Illustration and Writer Biography
(Illustrated) which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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