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'Common-sense,' the Romantic critics told us, was all that was needed to understand and interpret literary
texts. Today, we know this is not generally true. Modern criticism has joined with pre-Romantic criticism to
expose common-sense as appropriate (because simple-minded), inadequate to comprehend and interpret
verbal structures which are frequently 'non-[common]sensical,' anti-commonsensical, or even nonsensical.
The difference between readers today and their earlier counterparts is that we have lost the full vocabulary of
criticism and the consciousness of the literary and rhetorical devices with which texts are created. Yet these
devices are still available to us, still practised even if unwittingly and on an impoverished scale. "Gradus,"
originally published in French in 1984, was designed to make good that loss, to reanimate those skills.
Comprising some 4000 terms, defined and illustrated, it calls upon the resources of linguistics, poetics,
semiotics, socio-criticism, rhetoric, pragmatics, combining them in ways which enable readers quickly to
comprehend the codes and conventions which together make up 'literarity.' Skilfully translated into English,
and adapted for an English-language audience with illustrations taken from an astonishing range of
contemporary texts, literary and popular, drawn from literature, radio, television, and the theatre, "Gradus"
will be a constant source of information and delight.
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From reader reviews:

Billie Sneed:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled A Dictionary of Literary Devices: Gradus, A-Z. Try
to the actual book A Dictionary of Literary Devices: Gradus, A-Z as your pal. It means that it can for being
your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Donald Corbett:

Why? Because this A Dictionary of Literary Devices: Gradus, A-Z is an unordinary book that the inside of
the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So ,
it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a
lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Brandy Brobst:

A Dictionary of Literary Devices: Gradus, A-Z can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge
in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing A Dictionary of Literary Devices:
Gradus, A-Z although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into completely new
stage of crucial pondering.

David Burch:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in the
top listing in your reading list is definitely A Dictionary of Literary Devices: Gradus, A-Z. This book which
can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward
and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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