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The Grapes of Wrath is generally considered Steinbeck’s masterpiece, but the short novel was the form he
most frequently turned to and most consciously theorized about, and with constant experimentation he made
the form his own. Much of the best—and the worst—of his writing appears in his short novels. This
collection reviews what has been categorized as the “good” and the “bad,” looking beyond the careless
labeling that has characterized a great deal of the commentary on Steinbeck’s writing to the true strengths
and weaknesses of the works. The contributors demonstrate that even in the short novels that are most often
criticized, there is more depth and sophistication than has generally been acknowledged.
The essays examine the six most popular short novels—Tortilla Flat, The Red Pony, Of Mice and Men, The
Moon Is Down, Cannery Row, and The Pearl—in addition to the three usually thought of as less
successful—Burning Bright, Sweet Thursday, and The Short Reign of Pippin IV. Because most of
Steinbeck’s short novels were adapted and presented as plays or screenplays, many of the essays deal with
dramatic or film versions of the short novels as well as with the fiction. The collection concludes with a
comprehensive checklist of criticism of the short novels.

Contributors. Richard Astro, Jackson J. Benson, Carroll Britch, John Ditsky, Joseph Fontenrose, Warren
French, Robert Gentry, Mimi Reisel Gladstein, William Goldhurst, Tetsumaro Hayashi, Robert S. Hughes
Jr., Howard Levant, Clifford Lewis, Peter Lisca, Anne Loftis, Charles R. Metzger, Michael J. Meyer, Robert
E. Morsberger, Louis Owens, Roy S. Simmonds, Mark Spilka, John Timmerman
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From reader reviews:

Frances Norman:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to make
them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will update themselves by
studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you is you don't know what type
you should start with. This The Short Novels of John Steinbeck: Critical Essays with a Checklist to
Steinbeck Criticism is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Charles Dame:

Exactly why? Because this The Short Novels of John Steinbeck: Critical Essays with a Checklist to
Steinbeck Criticism is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it
will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the
book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you
going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such
as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If
I had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Kelli Smith:

The book untitled The Short Novels of John Steinbeck: Critical Essays with a Checklist to Steinbeck
Criticism contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The
language is very straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book
was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to
read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book
within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official
web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.

Glen Hall:

This The Short Novels of John Steinbeck: Critical Essays with a Checklist to Steinbeck Criticism is brand-
new way for you who has attention to look for some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting
deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in
reading this The Short Novels of John Steinbeck: Critical Essays with a Checklist to Steinbeck Criticism can
be the light food for yourself because the information inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These
books acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People
who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in
reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So ,



don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.
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