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Common Wealth, Common Good is a study of the political discourse of the Commonwealth of Poland-
Lithuania in the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries. It argues that the Polish-Lithuanian political
tradition was preoccupied during this period with moral concepts, in particular that of public virtue,
understood as the subordination of private interests to the common good. Polish-Lithuanian politicians and
commentators analysed their politics primarily in moral terms, arguing that the Commonwealth existed for
the promotion of virtue, and depended for its survival upon on the retention of virtue among rulers and
citizens. They analysed the acute political dysfunction that the Commonwealth experienced from the late
seventeenth century as the result of corruption in the body politic. Proposals for reform of the
Commonwealth's government aimed at reversing this corruption and restoring virtuous government in the
service of the common good.

Benedict Wagner-Rundell analyses the most important political treatises, including reform proposals, of the
late seventeenth and early eighteenth century, to demonstrate how virtue was central to contemporaries'
understanding of the Commonwealth and its situation. He also argues that a concern with promoting virtue
drove the development of local government during this period, and animated efforts for reform of the
Commonwealth at the Sejm (Parliament) of 1712-13, and during the General Confederation of Tarnogrod of
1715-17, a mass uprising by the Polish-Lithuanian nobility against King Augustus II. Placing the subject in
international context, Common Wealth, Common Good argues that the Polish-Lithuanian political tradition's
continuing preoccupation with virtue set it apart from republican traditions elsewhere in early-modern
Europe and North America, where thinkers were beginning to consider whether self-interest could be
harnessed as a positive political force. The Polish-Lithuanian tradition's failure to match such developments
elsewhere in Europe arguably demonstrates its backwardness: however, its emphasis on the need for political
systems to be underpinned by shared values still has great relevance today.
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From reader reviews:

Lily Pawlak:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What
did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the fact just
their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on guardería until university need this specific The Politics of Virtue in Early Modern
Poland-Lithuania: Common Wealth, Common Good (Oxford Historical Monographs) to read.

Judith Carter:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this The Politics of Virtue in Early Modern Poland-Lithuania: Common Wealth, Common Good
(Oxford Historical Monographs), you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Jennifer Ruiz:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Politics of Virtue in Early Modern Poland-Lithuania: Common Wealth, Common Good (Oxford Historical
Monographs) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that
maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then
become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The The
Politics of Virtue in Early Modern Poland-Lithuania: Common Wealth, Common Good (Oxford Historical
Monographs) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body
and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Rosemarie Nicoll:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying The Politics of Virtue in
Early Modern Poland-Lithuania: Common Wealth, Common Good (Oxford Historical Monographs) that



give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over
the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they react
towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all
of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit,
you are able to pick The Politics of Virtue in Early Modern Poland-Lithuania: Common Wealth, Common
Good (Oxford Historical Monographs) become your personal starter.
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