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Ovid’s Art and the Wife of Bath examines how Ovid’s Ars amatoria shaped the erotic discourses of the
medieval West. The Ars amatoria circulated in medieval France and England as an authoritative treatise on
desire; consequently, the sexualities of the medieval West are haunted by the imperial Roman constructions
of desire that emerge from Ovid’s text. The Ars amatoria ironically proposes the erotic potential of violence,
and this aspect of the Ars proved to be enormously influential. Ovid’s discourse on erotic violence provides a
script for Heloise’s epistolary expression of desire for Abelard. The Roman de la Rose extends the directives
of the Ars with a rhetorical flourish and poetic excess that tests the limits of Ovidian irony. While Christine
de Pizan critiqued the representations of erotic violence in the Rose, Chaucer appropriates the Ovidian
discourse from the Roman de la Rose to construct the Wife of Bath—a female figure that today's readers find
uncannily familiar. Well written and provocative, this book will interest scholars of premodern literature,
especially those who work on Medieval English and French, as well as classical, texts. Marilynn Desmond
draws on feminist and queer theory, which places Ovid’s Art and the Wife of Bath at the cutting edge of
debates in gender and sexuality.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Marques:

This Ovid's Art and the Wife of Bath: The Ethics of Erotic Violence tend to be reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Ovid's Art and the Wife of Bath: The Ethics of
Erotic Violence can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed
people. Beside that this Ovid's Art and the Wife of Bath: The Ethics of Erotic Violence forcing you to have
an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Alexandra Sauer:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
easily share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this Ovid's
Art and the Wife of Bath: The Ethics of Erotic Violence.

Juan Higgins:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Ovid's Art and the Wife of Bath:
The Ethics of Erotic Violence that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine
only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you
who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick Ovid's Art and the Wife of Bath: The Ethics of
Erotic Violence become your current starter.

Myra Hackett:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time to be learn.
Ovid's Art and the Wife of Bath: The Ethics of Erotic Violence can be your answer as it can be read by a
person who have those short time problems.
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