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The Arkansas Gazette, under the independent local ownership of the Heiskell/Patterson family, was one of
the most honored newspapers of twentieth-century American journalism, winning two Pulitzer Prizes for its
coverage of the Little Rock Central Crisis. But wounds from a fierce newspaper war against another local
owner—Walter Hussman and his Arkansas Democrat—combined with changing economic realities, led to
the family’s decision to sell to the Gannett Corporation in 1986.

Whereas the Heiskell/Patterson family had been committed to quality journalism, Gannett was focused on
the bottom line. The corporation shifted the Gazette’s editorial focus from giving readers what they needed
to be engaged citizens to informing them about what they should do in their leisure time. While in many
ways the chain trivialized the Gazette’s mission, the paper managed to retain its superior quality. But
financial concerns made the difference in Arkansas’s ongoing newspaper war. As the head of a privately held
company, Hussman had only himself to answer to, and he never flinched while spending $42 million in his
battle with the Pattersons and millions more against Gannett. Gannett ultimately lost $108 million during its
five years in Little Rock; Hussman said his losses were far less but still in the tens of millions.

Gannett had to answer to nervous stockholders, most of whom had no tie to, or knowledge of, Arkansas or
the Gazette. For Hussman, the Arkansan, the battle had been personal since at least 1978. It is no surprise
that the corporation blinked first, and the Arkansas Gazette died on October 18, 1991, the victim of corporate
journalism.
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From reader reviews:

Warren Damron:

The book If It Ain't Broke, Break It: How Corporate Journalism Killed the Arkansas Gazette can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a
good thing like a book If It Ain't Broke, Break It: How Corporate Journalism Killed the Arkansas Gazette?
Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many information for us.
It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you
can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book If It Ain't Broke, Break It: How Corporate
Journalism Killed the Arkansas Gazette has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for
you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Frank Miller:

This If It Ain't Broke, Break It: How Corporate Journalism Killed the Arkansas Gazette are reliable for you
who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this If It Ain't Broke, Break It: How
Corporate Journalism Killed the Arkansas Gazette can be on the list of great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with information that might be
will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever
your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this If It Ain't Broke, Break It: How Corporate
Journalism Killed the Arkansas Gazette forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and
revel in reading.

Scott Rochelle:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this If It Ain't Broke, Break It: How
Corporate Journalism Killed the Arkansas Gazette e-book written by well-known writer who knows well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism If It
Ain't Broke, Break It: How Corporate Journalism Killed the Arkansas Gazette as good book not simply by
the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Harold Scott:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This If It Ain't Broke, Break It: How Corporate
Journalism Killed the Arkansas Gazette can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So



what these publications have than the others?
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