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Are ghosts, vampires, and other forms of “haunted presence” related to universal religious instincts? Are
emotions that play a part in religious ritual and narrative similar to those in classical works of Gothic fiction
such as Dracula, Frankenstein, The Turn of the Screw, and the tales of Edgar Allan Poe? Haunted Presence:
The Numinous in Gothic Fiction reveals the intersection of Gothic literature and contemporary theories about
the psychology of religious experience, positing that the two share the concept of the numinous, the human
response of awe in the face of the eternal.
           
Varnado offers a fresh and audacious analysis of the literature of the supernatural by employing insights
derived from the philosophy of religious experience. Ranging from the Gothic novel of the eighteenth
century to ghostly tales from the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, Varnado frames ghost stories as
ontological challenge to the reader. The challenge is not in the form of philosophical proposition, however.
Rather it is in the form of feelings and emotions that maintain a connection with the sense of reality. It is this
area of reality that Rudolph Otto called the numinous—the feeling of the supernatural—that stands at the
center of Gothic literature.
 
An understanding of this unique category of experience, aligned with its associated concept of “the sacred
and the profane,” exposes the purpose of ghostly literature and demonstrates the enduring relevance of this
mesmerizing genre.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Griffin:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important for people. The book Haunted Presence: The Numinous in Gothic Fiction has been
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The e-book Haunted Presence: The Numinous in Gothic Fiction is not only giving you
more new information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend
time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book Haunted Presence: The Numinous in
Gothic Fiction. You never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Ashley Downs:

The guide with title Haunted Presence: The Numinous in Gothic Fiction contains a lot of information that
you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Mark Hernandez:

The actual book Haunted Presence: The Numinous in Gothic Fiction has a lot of information on it. So when
you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes
some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily
after reading this book.

Pat Thomas:

You can obtain this Haunted Presence: The Numinous in Gothic Fiction by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this
book are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-
book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways
for you.
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