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When The Nightless City was first published in 1899, it was deemed taboo in polite circles. It is now
considered a valuable historical document—albeit still provocative—as a pioneering sociological study of
the Yoshiwara Yukwaku: Tokyo's infamous red-light district where the giving of pleasure became both a
tradition and a business. A consequence of old Japan's polygamous family system (where men had multiple
wives who bore them many children), the Yoshiwara quarter offered a rough road to survival for the surplus
daughters, many of whom were sold into prostitution by families who could not afford to keep them. It was
thus regarded as a "necessary evil" that thrived from the late nineteenth century well into the 1950s. Despite
its dark underbelly of slavery and abuse, the area was celebrated for its veneer of gaiety and the refinement
of pleasure. In fact, the Yoshiwara district held such an honored place in Japanese tradition (and sexual
tourism) that its demise in 1957 was lamented all over the world. Rich in detail pertaining to the many
aspects of Yoshiwara life—folklore, ceremony, costume, erotic practices, and the like—The Nightless City is
a compelling examination of life behind the teahouse doors. Two maps and over 40 plates of illustrations are
included from the original edition.
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From reader reviews:

Martha Furman:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book The Nightless City: Geisha and Courtesan Life in Old Tokyo
(Dover Books on History, Political and Social Science). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading
a book. As long as we know about how is important the book The Nightless City: Geisha and Courtesan Life
in Old Tokyo (Dover Books on History, Political and Social Science). You can add know-how and of course
you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything!
From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is
possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is
called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Christopher Sanchez:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot
of new information. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of many ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this The Nightless City: Geisha and Courtesan Life in Old Tokyo (Dover Books on History,
Political and Social Science), you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your
knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Marissa Wegener:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a guide. The book The Nightless City: Geisha and Courtesan Life in Old Tokyo
(Dover Books on History, Political and Social Science) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people
who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart
phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.

Robert Eslinger:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in



the top collection in your reading list is The Nightless City: Geisha and Courtesan Life in Old Tokyo (Dover
Books on History, Political and Social Science). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get
you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many
advantages.
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