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The Messianic Secret, which one century on is still the point of departure for all studies of the Gospel of
Mark and of an understanding of the literary methods of the Gospel writers, is now available in English in
this translation by J.C.G. Greig. Wrede's primary concern in his discussion of Mark is the doctrine of the
messianic secret, the notion of a Jesus who, assuming messiahship at baptism, keeps it secret for much of his
ministry until, after the confessions of Peter, he introduces the disciples to the idea of a suffering and dying
Messiah. The idea of such a secret can be shown, from a study of the other Gospels, to have developed
variously, and above all to go back to a period prior to Mark's work as the earliest evangelist. Wrede finds
the theological source of the idea of a secret about the messiahship in a contrast between what the Church
came to think of Jesus and how his life had been understood during his ministry. He suggests that because
the Church came to think of Jesus as Messiah after the Resurrection, they came to explain the lack of explicit
declaration of his messiahship by Jesus during his ministry by suggesting that (nevertheless) Jesus had after
all secretly revealed himself as the Messiah. The doctrine of the messianic secret is, says Wrede, the after-
effect of the idea of the Resurrection as the beginning of Jesus' messianic office". Furthermore, if this
doctrine could have arisen only at a time when nothing was known of any open claim on Jesus' part to be
Messiah, this seems to be positive evidence that Jesus actually did not represent himself as Messiah. Wrede
was among the first to recognise the creative contribution of the writers of the Gospels, and to emphasise the
necessity of a historical approach to the Church's traditions if we are to avoid a naive misunderstanding of
the perspective from which the Gospels are written. His work is thus the foundation stone not only in the
study of Mark, about whom he still has much to teach us, but also in the vexed area of the contribution of the
evangelists to the Gospel. In this field Wrede's work is still essential reading, unsurpassed by the advances of
the Form Critics, the Redaction Critics, whose work draws directly on his, and even of the more advanced
literary critics of the present day.
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From reader reviews:

Dave Thomas:

In other case, little men and women like to read book The Messianic Secret: Das Messiasgeheimnis in den
Evangelien (Library of Theological Translations). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a
book. So long as we know about how is important the book The Messianic Secret: Das Messiasgeheimnis in
den Evangelien (Library of Theological Translations). You can add know-how and of course you can around
the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything!
From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet
device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Brenda Taylor:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you
is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Messianic Secret: Das Messiasgeheimnis in den
Evangelien (Library of Theological Translations) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Penny Stout:

The reason why? Because this The Messianic Secret: Das Messiasgeheimnis in den Evangelien (Library of
Theological Translations) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item
but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic
author who write the book in such remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than
the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still
want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Maryellen Tilley:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the
top list in your reading list is definitely The Messianic Secret: Das Messiasgeheimnis in den Evangelien
(Library of Theological Translations). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get
you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many
advantages.
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