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Individualist and communitarian. Anarchist and totalitarian. Classicist and romanticist. Progressive and
reactionary. Since the eighteenth century, Jean-Jacques Rousseau has been said to be all of these things. Few
philosophers have been the subject of as much or as intense debate, yet almost everyone agrees that
Rousseau is among the most important and influential thinkers in the history of political philosophy. This
new edition of his major political writings, published in the year of the three-hundredth anniversary of his
birth, renews attention to the perennial importance of Rousseau’s work.

 
The book brings together superb new translations by renowned Rousseau scholar John T. Scott of three of
Rousseau’s works: the Discourse on the Sciences and Arts, the Discourse on the Origin and Foundations of
Inequality Among Men, and On the Social Contract. The two Discourses show Rousseau developing his
well-known conception of the natural goodness of man and the problems posed by life in society. With the
Social Contract, Rousseau became the first major thinker to argue that democracy is the only legitimate form
of political organization. Scott’s extensive introduction enhances our understanding of these foundational
writings, providing background information, social and historical context, and guidance for interpreting the
works. Throughout, translation and editorial notes clarify ideas and terms that might not be immediately
familiar to most readers.
 
The three works collected in The Major Political Writings of Jean-Jacques Rousseau represent an important
contribution to eighteenth-century political theory that has exerted an extensive influence on generations of
thinkers, beginning with the leaders of the French Revolution and continuing to the present day. The new
translations on offer here will be welcomed by a wide readership of both Rousseau scholars and readers with
a general interest in political thought.
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From reader reviews:

James Oliver:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled The Major Political Writings of Jean-Jacques Rousseau: The Two
"Discourses" and the "Social Contract". Try to the actual book The Major Political Writings of Jean-Jacques
Rousseau: The Two "Discourses" and the "Social Contract" as your friend. It means that it can for being your
friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is
very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more confidence because you can know anything by
the book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Helen Johnson:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book The Major Political Writings of Jean-Jacques
Rousseau: The Two "Discourses" and the "Social Contract". You can choose the best book if you want
reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book The Major Political Writings of
Jean-Jacques Rousseau: The Two "Discourses" and the "Social Contract". You can add understanding and of
course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter
until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching
by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library.
Let's read.

Anthony Rouse:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Major Political Writings of Jean-Jacques Rousseau: The Two "Discourses" and the "Social Contract" the
mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely
will become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one
form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The The Major Political Writings of
Jean-Jacques Rousseau: The Two "Discourses" and the "Social Contract" giving you another experience
more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let
us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are
finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Jeffrey Bumgardner:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific The Major Political Writings of Jean-Jacques
Rousseau: The Two "Discourses" and the "Social Contract" can give you a lot of pals because by you



looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person.
This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information
that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So
, why hesitate? Let me have The Major Political Writings of Jean-Jacques Rousseau: The Two "Discourses"
and the "Social Contract".
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