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Health, Medicine, and Society in Victorian England is a human story of medicine in 19th-century England.
It's a story of how a diverse and competitive assortment of apothecary apprentices, surgeons who learned
their trade by doing, and physicians schooled in ancient Greek medicine but lacking in any actual experience
with patients, was gradually formed into a medical profession with uniform standards of education and
qualification. It's a story of how medical men struggled with "new" diseases such as cholera and "old" ones
known for centuries, such as tuberculosis, syphilis, and smallpox, largely in the absence of effective drugs or
treatments, and so were often reduced to standing helplessly by as their patients died. It's a story of how
surgeons, empowered first by anesthesia and later by antiseptic technique, vastly expanded the field of
surgery—sometimes with major benefits for patients, but sometimes with disastrous results.

Above all, it's a story of how gender and class ideology dominated both practitioners and patients. Women
were stridently excluded from medical education and practice of any kind until the end of the century, but
were hailed into the new field of nursing, which was felt to be "natural" to the gentler sex. Only the poor
were admitted to hospitals until the last decades of the century, and while they often received compassionate
care, they were also treated as "cases" of disease and experimented upon with freedom. Yet because medical
knowledge was growing by leaps and bounds, Victorians were fascinated with this new field and wrote
novels, poetry, essays, letters, and diaries, which illuminate their experience of health and disease for us.
Newly developed techniques of photography, as well as improved print illustrations, help us to picture this
fascinating world. This vivid history of Victorian medicine is enriched with many literary examples and
visual images drawn from the period.
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From reader reviews:

Edna Kopec:

The book Health, Medicine, and Society in Victorian England (Victorian Life and Times) gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase.
Book can being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you
can make studying a book Health, Medicine, and Society in Victorian England (Victorian Life and Times) to
become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge
about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a publication Health,
Medicine, and Society in Victorian England (Victorian Life and Times). Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Judith Cole:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important usually. The book Health, Medicine, and Society in Victorian England (Victorian Life and
Times) seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication Health, Medicine, and Society in Victorian
England (Victorian Life and Times) is not only giving you more new information but also to get your friend
when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship
with the book Health, Medicine, and Society in Victorian England (Victorian Life and Times). You never
feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Gretchen Clark:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind
of reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want feel happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Health,
Medicine, and Society in Victorian England (Victorian Life and Times) is kind of reserve which is giving the
reader capricious experience.

Lorraine Michael:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because book
has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Health,
Medicine, and Society in Victorian England (Victorian Life and Times) provide you with a new experience



in looking at a book.
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