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In popular culture, Wyatt Earp is the hero of the Gunfight at the O.K. Corral in Tombstone, Arizona, and a
beacon of rough cowboy justice in the tumultuous American West. The subject of dozens of films, he has
been invoked in battles against organized crime (in the 1930s), communism (in the 1950s), and al-Qaeda
(after 2001).

Yet as the historian Andrew C. Isenberg reveals in Wyatt Earp: A Vigilante Life, the Hollywood Earp is
largely a fiction?one created by none other than Earp himself. The lawman played on-screen by Henry Fonda
and Burt Lancaster is stubbornly duty-bound; in actuality, Earp led a life of impulsive lawbreaking and
shifting identities. When he wasn't wearing a badge, he was variously a thief, a brothel bouncer, a gambler,
and a confidence man. As Isenberg writes, "He donned and shucked off roles readily, whipsawing between
lawman and lawbreaker, and pursued his changing ambitions recklessly, with little thought to the cost to
himself, and still less thought to the cost, even the deadly cost, to others."

By 1900, Earp's misdeeds had caught up with him: his involvement as a referee in a fixed heavyweight
prizefight brought him national notoriety as a scoundrel. Stung by the press, Earp set out to rebuild his
reputation. He spent his last decades in Los Angeles, where he befriended Western silent film actors and
directors. Having tried and failed over the course of his life to invent a better future for himself, in the end he
invented a better past. Isenberg argues that even though Earp, who died in 1929, did not live to see it,
Hollywood's embrace of him as a paragon of law and order was his greatest confidence game of all.

A searching account of the man and his enduring legend, and a book about our national fascination with
extrajudicial violence, Wyatt Earp: A Vigilante Life is a resounding biography of a singular American figure.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Bell:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Wyatt Earp: A Vigilante Life book
because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Rhonda Kirby:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One
of them is this Wyatt Earp: A Vigilante Life.

Curtis Hernandez:

The guide with title Wyatt Earp: A Vigilante Life includes a lot of information that you can understand it.
You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist in
this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the syndication. You
can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Donna Muniz:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day
long to reading a guide. The book Wyatt Earp: A Vigilante Life it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have
enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this
book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.
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