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Charles Vidor's classic noir film Gilda has fascinated audiences and critics since its release in 1946. Set in
Argentina at the end of World War II, the film stars Rita Hayworth in her best-remembered role, as the feisty
and seductive title character, Gilda, caught in a love triangle between tough casino owner Ballin Mundson
(George Macready) and professional gambler Johnny Farrell (Glenn Ford). Gilda's success had a long-lasting
impact on Hayworth's career and her star persona: 'Put the Blame on Mame', the song she performs in the
film, was a best-selling song of 1946, and the atomic bomb tested on Bikini atoll on 1 July 1946 was named
'Gilda' and had a picture of Hayworth on the side. Such was her identification with the role, Hayworth later
complained, that 'men went to bed with Gilda and woke up with me'.

Melvyn Stokes's study of the film provides an in-depth account of its production history, including attempts
at censorship by the Production Code Administration. He also analyses the film's characterisation and
narrative, cinematography, formal devices such as the use of a voiceover narrator, mise en scène and
preoccupation with sexual perversity. Stokes places Hayworth's performance in the title role in the context of
her film career and star persona, focusing on her complicated ethnic identity as she evolved from being
brunette 'Spanish/Latin American' dancer Margarita Carmen Cansino into the auburn-haired movie star 'Rita
Hayworth'. Stokes addresses the film's political context – its setting in an Argentina that had entered the war
on the Allied side, with a sub-plot involving Nazi skulduggery, and the extent to which the film responded to
and reflected social concerns about relations between men and women, female sexuality and masculine
identities that had been transformed by the dislocations of wartime and the anxieties of the immediate post-
war period. Stokes's illuminating account of the film includes a discussion of its reception history, and its
importance for film-makers, critics and scholars as well as its audiences. 
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From reader reviews:

Darren Custer:

This Gilda (BFI Film Classics) usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person,
why. The reason why of this Gilda (BFI Film Classics) can be one of many great books you must have is
giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock
your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions
at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Gilda (BFI Film Classics) giving you an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Gayle Meek:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Gilda (BFI Film Classics) that give
your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be
said as the means for people to know world better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be
said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick
Gilda (BFI Film Classics) become your own personal starter.

Thomas Daniels:

This Gilda (BFI Film Classics) is great book for you because the content that is full of information for you
who all always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it
details accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the
item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences
but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Gilda (BFI Film Classics) in your
hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve
that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this really is
good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?

Thomas Hill:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the
books in the top record in your reading list will be Gilda (BFI Film Classics). This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking right
up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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