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For more than two hundred years after William Shakespeare's death, no one doubted that he had written his
plays. Since then, however, dozens of candidates have been proposed for the authorship of what is generally
agreed to be the finest body of work by a writer in the English language. In this remarkable book,
Shakespeare scholar James Shapiro explains when and why so many people began to question whether
Shakespeare wrote his plays. Among the doubters have been such writers and thinkers as Sigmund Freud,
Henry James, Mark Twain, and Helen Keller. It is a fascinating story, replete with forgeries, deception, false
claimants, ciphers and codes, conspiracy theories—and a stunning failure to grasp the power of the
imagination.

As Contested Will makes clear, much more than proper attribution of Shakespeare’s plays is at stake in this
authorship controversy. Underlying the arguments over whether Christopher Marlowe, Francis Bacon, or the
Earl of Oxford wrote Shakespeare’s plays are fundamental questions about literary genius, specifically about
the relationship of life and art. Are the plays (and poems) of Shakespeare a sort of hidden autobiography? Do
Hamlet, Macbeth, and the other great plays somehow reveal who wrote them?

Shapiro is the first Shakespeare scholar to examine the authorship controversy and its history in this way,
explaining what it means, why it matters, and how it has persisted despite abundant evidence that William
Shakespeare of Stratford wrote the plays attributed to him. This is a brilliant historical investigation that will
delight anyone interested in Shakespeare and the literary imagination.
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From reader reviews:

Rita Campanelli:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Contested
Will: Who Wrote Shakespeare? suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled Contested Will: Who Wrote Shakespeare?is one of several books in which
everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read
this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their
strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will
give you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Jesus Gilbert:

Typically the book Contested Will: Who Wrote Shakespeare? will bring that you the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to
see, this book very suited to you. The book Contested Will: Who Wrote Shakespeare? is much recommended
to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to
read the book.

Delores Villarreal:

You can get this Contested Will: Who Wrote Shakespeare? by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this
book are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In
the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Bobbie Freeman:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt that
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Contested Will: Who Wrote
Shakespeare? to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a
book and study it. Beside that the reserve Contested Will: Who Wrote Shakespeare? can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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